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First, Carolyn and I hope everyone is staying warm, safe, and
healthy through the holiday season and into the new year.  With
Covid-19 not going away anytime soon, hopefully the vaccines
and people taking the necessary precautions will turn the tide
against the spreading of this virus.
We are proceeding forward with scheduling bands for next
summer with some dates remaining open. Please check out the
list below for what we have scheduled.

You may recognize some of the groups from past seasons.  On
July 11th we are bringing to the bandshell a very talented country
band out of the Sacramento area named Cripple Creek.  We are
very excited to bring them here for the first time for our members
and guests.  A week later, on the 19th we have an Eagles cover
band for the first half of their performance followed by a CCR
tribute to finish out the evening.

*Please note the concert on Sunday, August 1st, has been moved
from July 31st.   There was a conflict on that Saturday due to the
AFA picnic scheduled in the Rec 1 area.  Please make plans to
attend both events over the weekend. �  
We are still excited to use our new PA speakers this coming
season. They should enhance everyone’s listening experience and
make our concerts even better than before!

We want to thank everyone that has recently donated to the LACC
Summer Music Program using the contribution cards that we sent
out during November.  If you haven’t donated, you can still use the
cards or use the PayPal account listed on the LACC website
(NabrNetwork).  If you have something to donate for raffle prizes,
please hold on to it as we will be collecting in the spring.

Please take care, and we hope to see everyone this summer
enjoying music at our beautiful Lake Almanor.

18



Happy New Year.  We have made it to 2021 and can
put 2020 behind us.  While we are still experiencing Covid-19
restrictions, there is now some optimism that things will be better and
that this might be a more normal year.

Financial - While we do not have final 2020 financial numbers, it looks
like 2020 is going to be a very solid year for the community financially.
Overall revenues were down from our budget forecast but we had far
fewer expenses as parts of our operation were closed or on limited
access.  The golf course, under first year Golf Pro, Bob Haney, had a
very strong year revenue-wise.  We’ll know actual results once our
independent audit is complete.

Firewise – Fire safety will continue to be prominent in our discussions
in 2021.  We have made great progress to date and want to thank
members for your continued efforts.  More work will be done along
LACC roadsides and common areas and we expect to make a
stronger push with those members who still have trees that need to be
removed.  The Firewise Committee is working on a proposal to have a
fire-modeling study done.  Such a study would help us focus on our
more critical exposures.  One final thought on this topic.  Rumors
persist that the committee and community are attempting to clear cut
the area.  Such is not the case.  We need to look at selective tree
thinning and trimming, along with the removal of underbrush as
reasonable steps to make our community safer and provide firefighters
with the means to defend our homes and community.

Food & Beverage – Some of you hopefully saw the recent
announcement of the hiring of Jason Theobald as our first Food &
Beverage Manager.  Jason will manage both the restaurant and bar
moving forward and brings strong experience to the position.  He and I
are discussing many new and exciting ideas that we hope will make
the F&B operation a focal point of the community.  As with all new
ventures like this, it will take time to roll out everything and there are
bound to be some bumps along the way.  We believe, however, that we
can present an operation that members can be proud of.
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
By Scott Devereaux, CMCA, AMS, PCAM

As you read this article, hopefully things will be
heading back to normal, or at least as close to

normal as we can get.  2020 was quite the year and 2021 has
started out to be similar regarding Covid-19 virus.  The hope is we
all will soon be vaccinated and things can get back to normal or as
close to normal as possible.  Zoom has become a new word in our
vocabulary.  We Zoom with our grandkids, we Zoom with our
doctor, and we Zoom at the Board meetings.  Hopefully there will
be much less zooming and much more discussion and visiting in
the flesh later this year.

Firewise - I recently met with Peninsula Fire Departments New
Fire Chief, Andy Courtright.  During our discussion he told me that
Peninsula Fire Department wouldn’t be doing very many
inspections at LACC this year.  He said the Department was going
to concentrate outside of Peninsula gate and down towards A13
this spring.  

SEE GM, Page 3

SEE PRESIDENT, Page 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Ed Organ
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So, we need to make sure we clean our lots again this year.  Pick
up the pine needles, limb up the trees and remove the saplings.  

The Firewise committee is looking into hiring Deer Creek
Resources to provide Fire behavior Modeling and Preliminary
Hazard Assessments within our Association.  The results of this
modeling would be used to identify priority areas for fuel reduction,
starting with areas predicted to have the most sever fire behavior.

Last, we have a new board member, her name is Linda Brown.
She has been coming to LACC since 1969.  That is more than 50
years.  She remembers 4th of July celebrations in the 70’s when
volleyball tournaments were played, sack races were held and
there were large flotillas.

Linda has been a member of several committees including the
Long-Range Planning Committee and she is currently a member
of the Clubhouse Renovation Ad-Hoc committee.  

Her background includes being the Assistant Superintendent of
schools for Grass Valley Unified School District.  She is also
familiar with 501 (c) (3) foundations and has chaired community
playground projects in Nevada City.  She is currently a member of
the Biggs school board.  She will be a welcome addition to our
Board of Directors here at LACC.

I hope everyone stays well and safe and we will see you at the
lake after the snow melt.  We are expecting another crowded year
at the Rec Areas and around the Club.

PRESIDENT, from Page 2

GM, from Page 2

Recreation – One of the things I have brought up several times is the
creation of a Recreation Committee.  At their January Board meeting,
Directors approved this new committee and we are in the process of
getting it organized and functional.  This is especially timely as there
are currently proposals to expand both pickleball and bocce ball.  The
idea is to develop a so-called master plan for recreation in Rec 1, Rec
2 and maybe up on the 14-acres.  Do we have the right recreation
amenities currently?  Do current amenities need to be updated?  What
additional amenities/activities could we add to bring more value to
community members and their families?  These and other questions
can be discussed and explored.

Other areas of the community are being reviewed and evaluated as
well as we continue to move forward and adjust to our ever-changing
environment.  Some of these items includes topics such as roads, golf,
security, staffing and many more.  As the weather improves, we look
forward to seeing all of you again.  Enjoy your community to the fullest. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Future of LACC Pickleball 

We would like to express our displeasure and disappointment in
the lack of follow through and transparency regarding the
additional pickleball courts we discussed at the November BOD.  

At that November meeting, it was decided we would meet as a
sub-committee to explore different “OPTIONS” for future pickleball
usage. In fact, we agreed to have a zoom meeting before the
January meeting. The zoom meeting was to include the Pickleball
committee as well as Ed Organ, Rich Rydell, Kristy Cox, and
perhaps our GM. 

We did not hear a thing from the three board members prior to the
January meeting. Nothing. 

Instead, Directors Organ, Rydell, & Cox took it upon themselves to
meet with various contractors and presented their “OPTIONS” in a
unilateral way at the January BOD meeting. We were excluded
from any discussion.  This was very upsetting to all pickleball
players who are eager to be a part of a solution, let alone the 

others in the subcommittee who were eager to volunteer their
time.

After we voiced our displeasure with this process at the January
board meeting, per Director Organ, we now have a sub-committee
of Mike Daly, Linda Rawson, Vince Frantz, Ed Organ, Rich Rydell,
& Kristy Cox.  We have agreed to hold a zoom meeting prior to the
March BOD meeting so we can finally settle the immediate future
of pickleball. This is the collaborative process that was supposed
to occur in the first place.

Volunteers and active community voices should never be
overlooked when trying to solve LACC issues. We would
encourage this board and all future boards to not let this ever
happen again.

Teri Blatter
Co-Chair Pickleball Committee

Linda Rawson
Co-Chair Pickleball Committee

RBS
Masonry &
Custom Tile

BRICK • BLOCK • STONE
TILE & PAVERS

Richard Scrogin
Lic. #808651

Randy Gutman
Lic. #586309

— Serving Plumas and Lassen Counties —

RBS.Masonry@frontiernet.net

(530) 713-1074
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CA LIC# 825912 Class B & C-33Fully Insured

A division of Olah Construction

or drop us an email: olahconstruction@gmail.com

New Homes • Remodels • Repaints (interior and exterior)
Decks Painted or Stained • Dry Rot Repair 

Drywall Repair and Retexturing

Protect your 
investment today ! !

Call for your free estimate

530 258-4810
www.olahconstruction.com

test
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You Name It,

We Do It!

Vacation Home/ Rental Caretaking Services • House Opening & Closing
Home Maintenance & Repair • Remodeling • Electrical/ Plumbing
Boat & Watercraft Launching • Custom Furniture & Woodworking

“One guy … and a handy chick”

Rick & Jody Schlobohm
(530) 375-7590

ANTIQUES
VINTAGE

RE-STYLED
LOCALLY HANDMADE

RUSTIC
MOMENTOS

GIFTS
DIY CLASSES
& PRODUCTS

HOME DECOR
& FURNITURE

530-375-7300

SEE OCTOBER MINUTES, Page 7
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OCTOBER MINUTES, from Page 6

SEE OCTOBER MINUTES, Page 8
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Log & Lodge
Furniture FREE

Delivery
on

purchases
over $500

OPEN
M-F 8:30-5:30,

SAT 8:30-5

zaengles.com
530.257.7788

2800 Main St., 
Susanville

WE ARE YOUR
SOURCE

100s of pieces in stock!

SEE OCTOBER MINUTES, Page 9

OCTOBER MINUTES, from Page 7

LAKE ALMANOR COUNTRY CLUB does not endorse 
any business advertising in this publication.
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Catherine Altenburg agrees with Walker, and the replacement of BOD member needs to be 
decided by a membership vote. Organ asked for a motion. Walker made a motion to keep the
Board position vacant and allow the membership to vote. Bui seconded the motion, which failed 
2 to 3 (opposed Organ, Cox & Kiriaze).

OCTOBER MINUTES, from Page 8

The LACC staff would like to extend a sincere THANK YOU
to the generous members, for their kind donations toward
this year’s LACC Employee  Christmas Fund.  

It means a lot to the 56 staff members, when they are
shown appreciation for their hard work.  Your kind
donations show the staff that you care about them.  

In return, the staff is committed to making LACC the best
place in the world.  Here’s looking forward to a wonderful
2021! 
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Excavating
• Tree & Stump removal
• Underground utilities
• Pavers (Driveways, Patios

Retaining Walls)
• Waterfront restoration
• Driveway designing • Paving
• Demolition

General Construction
• Residential • Commercial
• Remodel • Home site preparation
• Residential logging
• Concrete flatwork
• Concrete foundation • Masonry
• Steel buildings
• Insurance work welcome

• Painting
• Fork lift rental 
• High lift (40’)

Septic Systems
• New systems
• Repairs
• Locating • Pumping

• Sewer line replacement
• Diagnostic
• Dump truck hauling
• Backhoe service

Full Property Clean-up
Emergency Services
Flood & Tree Damage

407 Ponderosa Dr., Lake Almanor, CA
greglopez2019@gmail.com

36 Years Experience in the Lake Almanor Area
Lic. #525368 • Lic. #A9729

(530) 596-4111
Cell 530.816.2222

• Site Preparation
• Stump Removal 
• Tree Removal
• Excavation
• Septic Systems 
• Utilities

Insured • Call for Quote
Licensed Timber Operator LIC # A9729

• Hazard Tree Removal 
• Tree Climbing and Topping

Free
Estimates

Emergency Services
Flood & Tree Damage

Need to Sell?
I get results!



FEB/MAR 2021 PAGE 11

Billy Taylor
Owner-Broker

Jay Sabelman
Owner-Broker

Arlie Holland
Realtor-Associate®

Linda W. Gillam
Realtor-Associate®

Todd Smith
Broker-Associate®

Sadie Benny
Realtor-Associate®

Kacie Holland
Realtor-Associate®

LakeAlmanorBrokers@yahoo.com • DRE License #01948890

Tastefully remodeled cabin with lake views!! All new vinyl
flooring throughout, water heater, smart lock front door,
and all new windows as well as two slider doors out to
the deck. This cozy home sits on a level lot, providing
plenty of room for parking and all your toys. Enjoy a
beautiful evening sunset with family and friends on the
beautiful redwood deck. Don't miss out on this one of a
kind property! MLS 20200953…$525,000

Nestled within large trees and a large, fairly-flat backyard, this home is a great find
within the sought-after Lake Almanor Country Club. Right when you walk in the door
you will notice this home is very well loved. Vaulted ceilings in the main living space
and windows to the back yard provide great natural light. You will find beautiful
touches throughout including newer appliances, custom cabinetry, and a built-in
breakfast nook. This cozy retreat has 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a spacious
master with en-suite. Each bedroom closet is completed with built-in shelving
creating an ample amount of storage. One room even has a built-in desk offering the
perfect opportunity to work/learn from your mountain home at anytime. Don't let this
one go, definitely a must see. MLS 20210023…$379,000

This recently completed custom home is well appointed with many upgrades, and sits
perfectly on a level lot for year-round living! The very attractive floor plan features: a
spacious living room with vaulted ceilings and gas fireplace, a large formal dining area
with abundant cabinetry, and a wonderful kitchen with granite countertops, stainless steel
appliances and hickory cabinetry. All three of the bathrooms are nicely tiled and two
feature double vanities. The exterior siding is a low maintenance hardboard material, and
the front and rear decks are composite making life a breeze! The auto-transfer generator,
heated garage, whole-house air conditioning and tank-less water heater are some of the
wonderful upgrades to this beautiful home! MLS 20201266…$649,000

Your cabin in the woods awaits! This charming LACC
home is the perfect spot to escape from it all,
featuring: vaulted living room pine ceilings with
exposed beams, a brick hearth with a hearty wood
stove, and a great open floor plan so everyone can
be included. The huge master bedroom is private
and spacious, and the walk in closet holds a ton! Life
can be lived outside on the large deck all summer
long, and the circular driveway allows for a ton of
parking. MLS 20201256...$389,000

One of the few west-facing Lassen View Drive area
homes with wonderful access. Just steps away from
the custom dock and two buoys. Lounge on the huge
oversized deck and enjoy the panoramic lake and Mt.
Lassen views. Patio downstairs offer extra seating
areas and plenty of space to store the water toys.
Home offers refurbished kitchen including newer
appliances, granite and butcher block counter tops to
accent the custom cabinets.
MLS 20201168…$1,600,000

Pending
Pending

Pending
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LakeAlmanorBrokers.com
Dear Lake Almanor Country Club Members:

The Team at Lake Almanor Brokers would like to take this opportunity to provide you with a detailed market activity report for 2020
season, to keep you informed and aware of the incredible real estate market that we witnessed this past year.

Early on in the year, our firm was very uncertain as to how the summer selling season would shape up. March and April brought
times of quarantine and concern over the COVID-19 pandemic. By May, we started to see inquiries from both buyers and sellers,
and with great caution, we began to perform real estate services, although with a new set of safety standards for all involved.

Housing inventory was at an appropriate level for Memorial Day weekend, and then one of the most dynamic real estate markets
took off at a torrent pace! We began to see multiple offers on properties, backup offers being placed on homes already in escrow,
and some of the quickest marketing times in recent history. In all, there were a little over 100 homes that sold within the 2020
calendar year in LACC, which is a sharp increase from 59 total sales in 2019. The overall sale volume last year was just over
$60,000,000, and prices ranged from $225,000-$2,970,000. The median sale price came in at $431,500, compared to $375,000 in
2019. At one point in midsummer, 65% of the active market had a pending sale, which meant incredible market absorption was
taking place.

Currently, the active market shows a total of only five homes for sale. This time of year typically sees light inventory for the overall
market, but this is an all-time low for available inventory. Even though the big winter months are still ahead, we are already
planning on getting an early jump on the Spring/Summer market this year. If you think that you might be interested in selling your
Lake Almanor Country Club property, or may just be interested in the potential value of your home, now is a great time to reach
out to one of our real estate professionals for a free “Market Analysis” of your property.

We have many interested buyers that we have been in communication with over the past few months, so we are hopeful that the
market will continue to be strong for 2021. Hopefully we can turn the corner nationally on the Covid-19 situation, and we can
return to the good ole days of Summer Bandshells, Fireworks & festive events on the Fourth of July, and recreating amongst
friends at this beautiful place we all call HOME! If you have any questions at all, please contact us via phone, email, or stop by the
office for a chat! Stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all up at the lake!

Stacey Prior
Realtor-Associate®

Shelley Ceaglio
Realtor-Associate®

John DeJong
Realtor-Associate®

Mike Penman
Realtor-Associate®

Stephanie Willhoit
Realtor-Associate®

Kevin Johnson
Realtor-Associate®

Mel Benny
Broker-Associate®

Shannon
Medici-Brinkman
Realtor-Associate®

Ryan Snyder
Realtor-Associate®

Brittany Peters
Realtor-Associate®

Tori Scott
Realtor-Associate®

Considering Selling? Contact us today for a FREE market analysis!

lakealmanorbrokers@yahoo.com • DRE License #01948890

452 Peninsula Drive
at the Peninsula Gate
Phone: (530) 596-3303
Fax (530) 596-3330

119 Main Street
Chester

Phone: (530) 258-3303
Fax (530) 258-4873

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

• Real Estate Sales
• Vacation Rentals

• Free market evaluation
• Experienced friendly sales team
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Kelly invites you to become the best you
can be and meet your health and fitness

goals for 2021!
YOGA • SPINNING
ZUMBA • TAI CHI

BOOT CAMPS
PERSONAL TRAINING

160 Cedar St., Chester
530.258.3900

...and more in a safe 
and sanitary environment.          

Professionals who are always there for you!

(530)258-3474
681-B Main St.

Chester

www.slusherplumbing.com

Like Us on Facebook

Protect Your Investment!
Hire a Licensed

Contractor
CA Lic. #C-36 396522

CA Lic. #C-20-C-10, 963154

• Full Service Plumbing

• New & Remodel Construction

• Radiant Heat Systems

• Full Service Electrical

• Alternative Energy Systems

• Drain and Sewer Service

• Full Heating & Cooling Services

• Back-up Generator Systems

Since 1980

SEE NOVEMBER MINUTES, Page 13
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NOVEMBER MINUTES, from Page 12

based



FEB/MAR 2021 PAGE 15

Landscaping and Hardscaping • Scheduled Lawn Maintenance
Lot Cleanup, Irrigation and Drainage • Tractor Work • Snow Removal

JAMES BROUSSARD • 530.258.7983 • premierlandscaping530@yahoo.com

“Pride, Quality, and Customer Satisfaction.”

Text IMPROVE to 72727

Sunday, 
March 14, 2021

Change your clock, change your 
smoke alarm batteries.

Batteries in a smoke alarm should be
changed at least twice a year, even
if they are hardwired into the electrical.
A good time to remember to check 
your smoke alarm batteries is when you
change your clocks twice a year as 
daylight savings time begins and ends.
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We have had a changing of the guard at Peninsula Fire.
Gary Pini, who started as a part time fireman in 1992 and
rose to Chief, has retired after thirty years.  He served the
District well and faithfully, having kept his promise in 2014
that, if we approved a much-needed tax increase, we would
not be asked again for at least three years.  It’s been six
and we still have not been asked! 

Gary has been succeeded as Chief by Andy Courtright,
whom we know will adhere to Gary’s high standards and is
well known and well liked in the community. Andy started
as a volunteer in 1989 and rose through the ranks to his
present position.  Incidentally, he follows in the footsteps of
his step-grandfather, Robin Wilson, who was our second
Chief!

There are five persons on the District’s Board of Directors:
Bill Barry, of Bailey Creek, came on the Board in 2017, and
serves as Vice President; Kim Kimball, of LACC, who
joined in 2020 and serves as Secretary; Mark Burham, of
The Pines, who joined in 2020; Tracey Smith, of Bailey
Creek, who also joined in 2020.  I am from LACC, joined
the Board in 2011, and serve as President.  The Board
meets each month on the third Wednesday at 5:00pm, at
Fire Hall 2.  You’re welcome to attend our meetings which,
you may be happy to hear, last less than thirty minutes.

We look forward to a close relationship with our community
and to continuing our public assistance activity, noting that
we made 30 such calls in LACC last year alone.

Thanks to all of you for your support.

Peninsula
Fire

Protection
District
News

By Nancy Foote



New Co-Editors of Town Chatter
The Town Chatter has two new co-editors, LACC member
Katherine Sansone and Bex Pezullo, owner of Sincere Cider.
The Chatter began in January 2019 as a monthly newsletter
by the Lake Almanor Area Chamber of Commerce. Due to
COVID and the increased need to communicate with
businesses, the newsletter went weekly and has been doing
so ever since.  

Regular columns include the Fishing Report by John Crotty
and Job Board, and of course the calendar of events once
they become available again. Some of the changes that soon
will be added are a Trivia question each week sponsored by
a local business who will award a prize for winners, a profile
on a member non-profit letting the community know their
purpose and needs, member business profiles as well as
updates on the Feather River Tourism Association, ARPD,
The Plaza, etc.

Co-editors are always looking
for stories, events and
updates.  If you have
anything to submit, please email
katherine@sansoneplus.com or call
520.418.2466.

First New Year’s Eve Fireworks 
a Big Success 

The Lake Almanor Area Chamber
blew-up 2020 and blasted in 2021 by
hosting fireworks at Rodger’s Field
on New Year’s Eve. It was a fitting
and wonderful way to close out a
difficult year and to celebrate a new year. The display was
met with great enthusiasm and a desire to make it an annual
event with such comments as, “Thank you for making this
happen” and “This was so needed.”

A big thank you to the Elks who parked over 250 cars; and
doing such a great job, it was also a fairly easy and efficient
exit.

Funds needed for the display were $7750. With just under
$1500 donated at the gate, the Chamber was able to come
up with the entire amount.  Thank you to all our contributors
who helped fund this event. The goal for next year in order for
a longer display will be $15,000.  

Here’s to a wonderful 2021!

Chamber Announces Executive Director Position

The Greater Lake Almanor Basin is on the move with some
wonderful growth and economic development for the area. All
this movement has been done by dedicated volunteers and
in order to make this happen, the Chamber is recruiting an
Executive Director to oversee the Chamber, as well as the
new Foundation that is in the works. 

FEB/MAR 2021 PAGE 18

Lake Almanor Area Chamber of Commerce 
News and Updates
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Rev. Todd DuBord
Former Chaplain for

Chuck Norris

Sunday Services 8:30 & 10:30
Services are also LIVE streamed on MtLassenCommunityChurch.org

530.258.3005 • 200 Main Street • Chester

Almanor
Tree

Removal

Specializing in Close-Quarter
and Hazardous Tree Removal

(530) 258-3007
Complete 

Expert Service

• Climbing 
• View Clearing
• Timber

Purchasing
• Masticating
• Fire Prevention
• Chipping

• Self-Loader
Log Truck

• Dumptruck
• Bobcat
• Snow Removal

and Much More

Licensed Timber Operator #A-8750 - Full Liability Insurance • Workers Comp
Corey VanMeter, owner/operator - Over 25 Years Experience

Collectively the Almanor Fishing Association is heading into 2021 with
cautious optimism.  Our annual picnic and Veterans Fishing Day are on the
calendar and we stay in contact with California Fish & Wildlife Biologist
Amber Mouser in hopes of taking youth of Plumas County fishing in the
New Year. While we will make every effort to host our outreach/fundraising
events we will, as always, put the health and welfare of our volunteers and
members as our top priority.

Our 60,000-pen fish, (50,000 rainbows 10,000 browns), are taking
advantage of mild weather, consuming 100 pounds of food daily. They are
gaining weight and the rainbows have grown 2-3 inches in a few short
months. Die off has been minimal and our dedicated volunteers have not
missed a day of feeding the entire season. The 10,000 Browns are from the
Feather River College Hatchery.  Adam Fuller recently picked up eggs for
our 2021/22 fish pen season. The California Fish & Wildlife hatchery at
Shasta Lake provides the eggs, AFA purchases feed and Adam and his
students raise the fish. We are honored to assist Adam Fuller and Feather
River College to promote their Hatchery and students and ultimately place
browns in Lake Almanor.

This past Christmas AFA provided more than forty youth fishing rods to
children of Plumas and Lassen Counties. We posted on Facebook that we
had a few youth rods available and the response was overwhelming; from
both parents and AFA supporters. We received numerous donations of
money and rods/reels, all with the intentions of introducing youth to the
sport we love.

AFA is in the midst of our annual membership drive, if you would like to
assist us with our fish pen program, annual picnic, Veterans and youth
events, please consider becoming a member, volunteer or both.  You can
contact us at Almanorfishing@sbcglobal.net visit our website at
almanorfishingassociation.org or our check out our Face Book page for
weekly fishing reports and AFA updates.



I confess these hot dusty mid-summer days in Chico are tiresome; we need
an escape, if only for a week. Word has it there is a new hotel that has
opened up at Big Meadows. Sadly, it seems this resort is already very
popular and booking well in advance is required. Be that as it may I will
telegraph the hotel hoping we can get a room.

As luck would have it, I was able to secure reservations at the Bunnell
Hotel. We will travel to Prattville (Big Meadow) on the Humbolt Road by way
of the Chico Stage Line. It is a one-day journey. We depart Chico at 3am
and arrive in Prattville by 5:20pm then on to the Bunnell Hotel in time for
dinner. Happily, there are several stops along the way where we can refresh
and eat while horses are changed out.

I might even get in some early evening fishing after dinner. Reports indicate
there are large trout both at Big Springs and Hamilton Branch.  Digressing a
few years, members of the Lassen Party who rested in the area of Big
Springs noted on October 19, 1849 the eastern Big Meadow valley “is full of
spring holes and little lakes. In these the water is clear as a crystal and
thousands of fish may be seen swimming about; among them trout two feet

long, though it is very difficult to catch them”. Now 52 years later in 1901
the same is true. 

The Bunnell Hotel is noted for its many outdoor activities which include
fishing, hiking, hunting and horseback riding (Nelly is a fine horse for
children). A favorite adventure was horseback tours from the hotel to
Drakesbad and on to Mt. Lassen and its many amazing geological features. 

The Bunnell House preceded the Bunnell Hotel. In 1899 the House burned.
The Bunnells built the new hotel just east of where the House was located.
It opened for business in 1901. All the wonderful features and offerings from
the House were carried forward to the hotel. The new 2 story structure
faced Mt. Lassen and had guest rooms, ladies and gentlemen’s parlors and
a fine dining hall. The menu was second to none. All produce was fresh and
those things that weren’t grown locally were brought in from Susanville, Red
Bluff, Oroville, Chico and beyond. All meat was local, as were eggs. The
Bunnell Hotel had its own dairy, raised their own beef, chickens, ducks, etc.
The cook and two helpers baked bread, muffins, cakes and pies as well as
all meals served to guests.

By now the reader is probably wondering where was this wonderful hotel?
What happened to it? Where is Big Meadows? Other questions too I
suspect. 

Big Meadows is for the most part under the water of Lake Almanor. Recall
construction of the dam did not start until 1910. Prior to this time Great
Western Power was acquiring property and options to buy around Big
Meadows knowing full well that one day these properties would be
underwater. It is easier to flood your own land than convincing someone to
sell and leave their land at a later date.

The Bunnell Hotel was located on today’s Bunnell Point (known to some as
Peaceful Point). This point is at the southern end of Big Meadow Ridge
(Lake Almanor Peninsula). The Lassen Party (1849) referred to the
peninsula as the “ridge” which of course it would be given there was no
lake. I have been told when the lake is very low old bits of hotel and out
building foundation can be found.

Fate of the Bunnell Hotel.  Circa 1907 the hotel was sold to Great Western
Power. Around 1910 all furnishings were removed and the “Bunnell” was
dismantled. Several years later “it was burned before flooding”. As the hotel
property had several out buildings it is not clear what was dismantled and
what was burned. Great Western Power did typically burn down their
structures before flooding.

I want to recognize and thank the following; Marilyn Quadrio with the
Chester Museum, The Plumas County Historical Society, Plumas County
Museum, Chico State University Archives and Emigrant Trails West, 
Reno, NV. 

Steve Fleming, Plumas County Museum Trustee.
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BUNNELL POINT and the BIG MEADOW RIDGE

PO Box 425 • 650 Main Street
Chester, CA 96020
(530) 258-2218
Toll free: (800) 254-2218

Rouland Insurance
Great Rates • Great Service • Peace of Mind

Lic. #0657918

Serving all of California for 36 years
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You’ve got

Leave the rest to us.
BIG PLANS.

Remodels • New Construction
Replace Existing Deck - or Build a New One

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels and much more!

Phone: 530-258-4810 • Cell: 530-260-3161
or drop us an email: olahconstruction@gmail.com and visit us online at www.olahconstruction.com

CA Lic. #825912
Class B & C33
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Lassen & Plumas Counties’
MATTRESS SOURCE

Over 400  
Mattresses 

in Stock!

FREE DELIVERY,
FREE SETUP,
FREE HAUL

AWAY!

OPEN
M-F 8:30-5:30,

SAT 8:30-5

zaengles.com
530.257.7788

2800 Main St., 
Susanville

All the best
brands at the

best price!

GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340
cstgeneralcontractors.com

cstgeneralcontractors@gmail.com

  Cal Thurber, Jr • 530-258-6690
“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”

Sales • Installation • Service

The Most Affordable & Reliable 
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

HOME BACKUP POWER.
COMFORT. SECURITY
COME WHAT MAY.

Control Your Power. Control Your Life™

Are you getting tired of “social
distancing and stay at home
orders?”
I think we have all just about
reached our limit; hopefully the
vaccinations bring a quick end
to this tragedy. 

Friends of Pickleball 
will play
Monday – 

Wednesday – 
Friday

8:30 am to 10:30 am

Pickleball roster to be available 
June 1, 2021!

Please send email
address and phone num-
ber if you wish to be
added to our roster.

l.rawson@sbcglobal.net

We at the Lake Almanor
Snowmobile Club feel your pain
and hope that those of you with
sleds have been able to get out and 
ride. What better way to spend time
with your family unit while maintaining mandated distances from others? Once 
we finally receive enough snow for USFS to start their grooming program we 
hope to start enjoying club rides. When we do it will be done in a manner to 
comply with all health requirements; 6’ separation, masks when in close proximity 
etc. If you are a member, we will notify you by e-mail, non-members are welcome 
to join in-watch our Facebook page for announcements.

The last few years have been tough for the club with minimal snow pack, 
dwindling numbers of members and lack of participation by members in 
preparation for the Poker Run resulting in our inability to host our annual event in 
recent years. Hopefully the future brings us a return to above average snowfall so 
that we can resume the passion that allows us to commune and recreate through 
the winter months.

The club determined that while we were unable to provide activities and so many 
people were being affected financially during the Coronavirus crisis, it would be 
beneficial to suspend payment of dues for this season. New members are still 
welcome to join, so take advantage of the free memberships while it lasts. For 
more information go on Facebook: Lake Almanor Snowmobile Club.
Ride safe, ride smart, have fun!
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Former members:

Gloria Loubier on October 12, 2020

Robert L. (Bob) Heisler on December 25, 2020

Ray Morse on January 3, 2021

If you would like to advise us of the death of a Lake
Almanor Country Club member or a birth in a member’s

immediate family, please call 530-259-4982 
or email news@lacchoa.com

j|à{ WxxÑxáà fçÅÑtà{ç

Here are the deadline and guidelines for the competition.
All entries must be of the Lake Almanor/Mount Lassen area and are limited to 3
entries per category per LACC member/family. There are three categories to
choose from:

CATEGORIES
1. Local landscape/scenery
2. Local wildlife (no pets)
3. Macro (close-up shots) like flowers, butterflies etc.

DEADLINE Extended
Prints submitted must be 11 x14 inches and must be submitted to the LACC Office by
April 1, 2021. On the back of your photograph, please include the image name and
category, as well as your name, address and phone number. Please also include the
official entry form available online or at the LACC office. This year we are also
requesting a JPG file and signed release form be sent to
news@lacchoa.com so we can place the photographs on the Nabr website so all
members can see your wonderful photographs.

JUDGING
This will be a blind judging by a panel of professional photographers from Northern
California. Your images will be judged on composition, technical quality and
uniqueness. The Judges' decisions are final. There will be First, Second and Third
place winners and a total of 14 images chosen for display in the LACC Clubhouse.
Displayed prints will be available for pickup at the LACC Office, once the display has
been taken down. All other prints will be available for pick up at the LACC office by
June 1st.

For further information, contact the Photo Competition chair, Laura Kostelac, via
email: laurakostelac1@gmail.com
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(530) 520-5266
Brian Hillskemper
CA Lic. #562508

LAROOF@sbcglobal.net

Quality Isn’t Expensive … It’s Priceless!

LAKE ALMANOR

HILLSKEMPER ROOFING

Over 25 years in the Almanor Basin

Custom Homes • Reroofing
Snow Removal • Free Estimates

Local References

At this point in time, we are charging forward with plans for camp.  It will be a
rewind of last year’s themes that were put on hold and the Forward play button
can be pushed at last!  Tentative themes are: Wet and Wild Water Week,
Creative Creations, Rock and Roll Geology, Sweet Tweet Birds, and
Wilderness Explorer.

While it is unknown if Spice Camp will be allowed to open (and may not be
determined until later in the spring), we will be ready!  Dates are still to be
determined, but we’re tossing around the weeks of 
July 7-9, July 12, 19, 26 and August 2.

All Sessions include opportunities for:

Archery   Crafts    Camp Store Water Play Camp Shirt Recreation   Special
events/speakers   Zipline   Trails/hiking    Songs    Snacks    Hands-on

Science/Nature Experiments    Group and Individual Sports    Outdoor and
Camping Skills     Birthday celebration   Camp Photo Stream Hike Jeep

Benner Creek Germ warfare   Bikes   Slack line Water carnival Hamster wheel
Tug of War Gaga ball

Hoping you will be on board with Spice this summer!  We are certain this will
be a very special time for all of us as we rekindle the flames of hope and
purpose and goal setting - joyfully rewarming the hearts and spirits of our
children.  It will be a win/win for all as we get back to the business of living!!!

We will keep you updated through emails, LACC newsletter, and/or on the
Nabr website.  

Email: spice1@digitalpath.net to receive a brochure or 
call Connie Higgins, Director, 530-258-2547

for more information.

2021

2021

Jim and Connie Higgins, founders of S.P.I.C.E. (Summer Program Involving
Creative Exploration) Camp in Chester want to wish you all a very much
deserved Happy 2021! Many Spice Camp families are hopeful that Spice
summer day camp 2021 will be a reality and their children will be able to look
forward to being reconnected with the wonderful memories that Spice Camp
has generated for nearly thirty years!

S.P.I.C.E. was created in 1992 as a summer program to provide meaningful
educational and recreational experiences for children 5-12 years old.  Held on
the Higgins’ ranch adjacent to the town of Chester, the daily schedule
includes structured outdoor recreational activities centered around integrated
thematic units designed and instructed by credentialed teachers and
counselors.  

Did you hear? There is a new business in town! Bandit’s Boarding
and Playcare is now OPEN!

What exactly is Boarding and Playcare you ask? We offer half day and
full day pet sitting where dogs can play in our Barking Lot by themselves
or with other pups.  They can enjoy our indoor or outdoor play yard. We
also offer overnight boarding for dogs of all shapes and sizes.

Need a place to park your pooch while you run errands? Have a hike
planned, booked a boat for a day of fishing or is it a snow day perfect for
snowshoeing and don’t want to leave your baby at home alone? We
would love to have them stay and play with us. Please call or text Lisa at
530-255-4755 to make an appointment, schedule a tour or for more
information. 

Whatever your needs, know that you have a safe and fun place for your
pet to stay. We do require that all dogs be current on their vaccinations
(DHLPP, Para Influenza, Rabies and Bordetella (Kennel Cough) before
visiting. 

We are located at 632 Main Street in Chester, CA.

Hope to see you soon!



The board of directors are excited to
announce a new look for the Lake
Almanor Community Foundation with a
logo that embraces what we celebrate
about the Greater Lake Almanor Basin.
The logo was chosen over a selection of
six options choosing this design since it
included the essence of the area and also
had a nostalgic and vintage feel. Since so
many of us share coming up here when
LACC was in its infancy, it seemed an

appropriate choice.  We look forward to offering hats, shirts and tees emblazoned
with new logo as a fundraiser for LACF this spring. 

With this new look, it is the goal of this board (see below) to increase our ability to
raise funds, distribute and support organizations of the Greater Lake Almanor
Basin. We are one community that needs to be supportive of one another in order to
prosper. Though LACF was started by Lake Almanor Country Club to raise funds for
the Bandshell, it is not an affiliate or entity of LACC.

In order to make this differentiation since there has been some confusion, we have
a Chester PO Box to receive all donations and separate checking account to hold
monies prior to distribution.

Below is our mission, values and goals as well as information to anyone who would
like to join our board.  We are looking for active members who believe in partnership
with the community and willing to help us meet our objectives.

Mission: 
Lake Almanor Community Foundation (LACF), a California corporation with a 501c3
designation, mission is to seek/raise monies and/or in-kind services and donations
to distribute to charitable organizations, recreational/cultural activities and be a
conduit for other organizations without 501c3 status that are based and benefit the
needs of the Greater Lake Almanor Basin. 

• Be the vehicle for donors to support their community and linking 
people to projects and programs by:
o Partnering with donors to ensure their gifts are distributed as 

specified to have maximum impact within the community.  
o Issuing receipt to donor for tax purposes
o Issue monies to designated organization, event or project in which 

funds were raised.

• Creating funding opportunities for other projects or organizations without
501c3 status for a 10% commission of all proceeds plus administrative fee.
o Fiscal Sponsorships: assist a project or organization to receive 

donations.
o Specific Charitable Project Funds: assist either a one-time or annual

event to raise funds through tax deductible donations. 
o Donor Advised Funds: a pass-through fund for a specific project or 

organization in need of 501c3 status prior to receiving their own.

• Invest designated funds raised by Foundation into the community of the 
Greater Lake Almanor Basin.

The Board consists of no less than five and no more than nine Board of Directors.
Current directors:
Kristy Cox Chairperson Katherine Sansone Vice-Chair
Barbara MacArthur Secretary Vacant Treasurer
Diana Long Board Member Sandy Bader Board Member 

*Terms of office are two years, with no more than two consecutive terms.

Standing Committees of the Foundation:
Foundation Fundraising
Charitable Giving
Band Shell
Communications/Marketing 

Event/Project Committees
1. Foundation Fundraising

o Mardi Gras
o Kentucky Derby
o Craft’s Faire
o Band Shell/Music Program

• Lake Almanor Area Chamber – specific projects

Board Member Responsibilities
1. A commitment to the Foundation’s mission and objectives.
2. Attend meetings.
3. Serve on a committee or play a support role on an event team 
4. Participate in funding efforts, i.e., recruit volunteers, sell tickets, etc.
5. Represent the Foundation’s interests in the community.

Director Submission Form
Thank you for interest in the work of the Lake Almanor Community Foundation.  As
a candidate for our Board, we ask that you submit the following to our nominating
committee or board member:
Name_________________________________________________________
Member Organization ____________________________________________
Phone_________________________________________________________
Email__________________________________________________________

Submit a brief biography and include answers to the following:
• What are some of your prior board or leadership experiences?
• What makes the Foundation’s mission meaningful to you?
• What skills, connections, resources, and expertise do you have to offer and 

are willing to use on the behalf of the Foundation?
• How much time a month can you commit to meetings and serving the 

Foundation mission?
• Is there a particular objective of the Foundation that interests you more 

than others?
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530-258-9566 • 741 Main St., Chester
P.O. Box 553, Chester, CA 96020

Lic. #911600 • LCO 6327

SALES • SERVICE
INSTALLATION

Progress Continues to Promote 
Tourism in Region

One of the major goals of The Feather River Tourism Association (FRTA) is to
“beef-up business” particularly during the fall and winter seasons to make our area
a 12-month out-of-the year destination. In order to so this, the FRTA has engaged
the services of SMG Consulting that specializes in strategic and tactical solutions
to clients within the tourism-driven hospitality sectors.
The first step is to identify what makes our area unique beyond just physical
attributes that will excite guests, i.e., tourists, to come visit – again and again and
again. 
The owner of SMG, Carl Robado says, “Though the area offers beautiful lakes,
streams and forests, these things are not unique to Northern California
destinations competing for tourism dollars.  What makes a region unique is its
culture, or its vibe. People connect to a place when they have memorable moments.
It is these experiences that capture a visitor and makes him or her want to return.”
So, what exactly is our “vibe?” Is it the type of people you meet? The things that are
available to do with family and friends?  Is it how you feel when you are here?  This
is the question we will be asking of various sectors of our community in the months
to come.  Let us know your thoughts about the “vibe” that is Chester/Lake Almanor.  
For more information about FRTA go to www.FeatherRiverTourism.com or email
info@FeatherRiverTourism.com
The Feather River Tourism Association (FRTA), a 501c6 non-profit, is the
organization designated to manage the funds that will be raised by the Feather
River Tourism Management District (FRTMD). The Board of Directors of FRTA are
Susan Bryner, Sharon Roberts and Todd Geer, representing the Lake Almanor
Basin, Jeff Titcomb, representing Indian Valley, Janice Hamon and Shelley
Hunter, representing Quincy/Bucks Lake and Karen Kleven, at large.  

MEMBER ALERT!
Three new California laws in effect about wildfire, insurance

and community and home hardening affecting all LACC

property owners.

1) AB 38. Effective January 1, 2021. Requires that a 

seller of real property in our high fire hazard severity 

zone must disclose they are in compliance with 

wildfire protection measures as outlined in the law.

Link: https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB38/2019

2) AB2367 Renew CA, in effect – requires insurance 

companies to write or renew policies for existing 

homes in communities THAT MEET A NEW 

STATEWIDE STANDARD FOR FIRE HARDENING. 

Details are found in the text.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov

3) AB3074 – takes effect in 2023 – requires an ember

resistant zone within 5 feet of a structure – no 

flammable materials or plants within the first five feet 

of the structure. Some insurance companies are 

already requiring this.

https://leginfo.legslature.ca.gov
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LET US DO THE WORK.

Lassen Transfer & Storage has been in business for 51
years, providing you with local and long distance moving

services, including packing, crating and material.

— SERVING LASSEN, PLUMAS AND MODOC COUNTIES SINCE 1965 —
Firm Price Quotes Available • 70’ Public Scales • California Employee Approved Mover

Lassen Transfer & Storage
703-750 Richmond Road East, Susanville , CA 96130 • 530.257.3780

www.lassentransfer.com • CAL PUC# 82941

GENERATORS
Your local factory-trained Generac

Service/Retailer/Installer

• Locally Owned and Operated
• Affordable Electrical Service
• Installation
• Repair and Service
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional

CALL US 
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once a year. Let Universal Electric

be the one to guarantee your generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

We also offer solar!

530.816.0685 • Chester/Lake Almanor • CA LIC #840585

before your power goes out!
Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
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CARPET • VINYL • HARDWOOD
HUNTER DOUGLAS

WINDOW COVERINGS

604 MAIN ST., CHESTER • 530.258.2893
Tom & Doria Hupp, Owners • M-F 9-5, Sat 10-2 • Lic. #649902

Email: tahdah@frontiernet.net

CLIFFORD GATE
WINTER HOURS

Sunday-Thursday 
7:00 am to 6:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 
7:00 am to 9:00 pm
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138 Willow St � Chester
530.258.2424

www.gatherhome.shop

THE YEAR
TO UPDATE

� Sheets
� Sleeping Pillows
� Duvet Inserts
� Decorative Bedding

In Stock

Mattresses

Linen Drapes

Stearns & Foster
Mattresses

REFRESH &
IMPROVE
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27,000 square feet of furniture, floorcoverings,
mattresses and window coverings all at the

lowest price...guaranteed!

NO INTEREST WITH PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS*

*Interest will be calculated on your account from the
purchase date. If the  purchase balance is not paid in full 

within 6 months or if you make a  late payment, interest  
will  be charged on the total purchase.

In Front of Walmart • 2800 Main St., Susanville

zaengles.com • 530.257.7788

and now...FREE DELIVERY AND SET UP IN
LASSEN AND PLUMAS COUNTIES!

Howard Construction is a locally owned and
operated full service construction company. Owner
Kyle Howard has been in the construction field since
1978, building custom homes and other structures in
the Lake Almanor Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection. We take pride in
professionalism, quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

530.258.3541,
Office
530.258.1601, Cell
kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

New Homes • Remodel
Decks • Porches • Carports

Garages • Roofing
Plumbing • Electrical

Painting • Concrete Work
EPA Certified in Renovations 

and Repair
Testing • Evaluation

Documentation • Removal

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com 
Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727


