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Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and started
off 2023 with a bang. 

Special thanks to Linda Brown for being the transition manager.  She has done
an outstanding job keeping things moving forward, implementing and
completing much-needed delayed work and getting contracts and projects
positioned for 2023.

I would like to thank the maintenance crew for the great job in keeping the
roads clear with all the snow we have received at LACC.  Thanks for keeping
LACC safe and drivable.  You guys are awesome!

We have been working with HOAMCO to start transitioning 2023: 

1.  We have sent to all members instructions on how to get on the
HOAMCO/Caliber web portal.  This will be members personal account
information and where you will be able to pay dues.  If you are having
difficulties, please give the office a call and they can help you.  In the near
future, we will be moving communications and newsletters to Caliber in which
you will be able to choose where and how you receive messages and
information.  Again, this is down the road.
2.  There is a new operations manager reporting to LACC on or before March

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Interim Transition
Manager of Lake Almanor Country Club.  In a short period

of time, we have done the following:
Finalized our budget for 2023. 
Revised our financial format for our January 2023 reports.
Revised our fine and fee schedule.
Put plans in place to upgrade our Pickleball and Tennis courts.
Began major fire mitigation with removal of hazards trees and roadside
clearing. 
Began planning for much-needed updates at Rec 1 and 2.  
Preparing to upgrade the clubhouse HVAC systems.
Finalized plans to install three new lights at Rec 1 that were approved by PG&E.
Prepared to upgrade the drainage on Peninsula Dr.
Supported housing endeavors for Plumas County.
Purchased 10 new golf carts for rent on our course.
Purchased a new tractor for golf maintenance just before the 1992 one
stopped working.
Sold our 2015 Ford Truck and plow to replace funds in our reserve account.
We will sell the existing tractor when repairs are completed.
Transitioned the office for new operations.
Hopefully have been responsive to members as needed.
Looking forward to a restaurant in the clubhouse for 2023.

A special thank you to our maintenance department for keeping up with the
many snow storms by plowing our roads and providing safe travel for the
residents.  
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INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER
By Linda Brown

LACC Business
1st. She comes from the HOA business world. We are confident with her
leadership skills and experience she is an excellent fit for LACC. We will do a
formal announcement once we have a firm start date.   
3.  I have been in constant contact with Jerry Phipps (HOAMCO) on getting
someone to run the restaurant.  He has put out media drafts, contacted some
real estate brokers and will interview some of the local people interested.
Jerry's background is in the restaurant business and feels we will have
someone onboard in order to open sometime this spring.
4.  HOAMCO sent us a transition timeline on what they are working on and
have accomplished much in the accounting process.  It's not as easy as just
flipping a switch to make the conversion. I wish it was that simple.  We have
had a couple of bumps, but HOAMCO had been able to lead us forward.  The
accounting conversion should be completed by the end of January.  

I want to thank the members for being patient and understanding through this
process. Change isn't easy but we are confident that we have made the right
choice with the right HOA firm with only good things to come for LACC.

Hope 2023 will be a great year for you and LACC.

Doug Coffman, President, LACC Board 

SEE GM, Page 3
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GM, from Page 2

Our Management company, Hormco, is in the process of transitioning our
operations.  This is new to us and we may have a few glitches.  You can call the
office, 530.596.3282, or John Tracy our Hoamco Transition Manager,
612.481.7136. Don’t hesitate to reach out.

We have interviewed and Hoamco has offered the job of operation manager
to an existing manager from the Santa Rosa area.  She has been in the Home
Owners Association management business for many years, coming with great
recommendations. We are very excited and hope to have her join us.  I will
stay, and help get her settled, and then go back to retirement, enjoying all the
opportunities LACC has to offer.

Thank you staff, members, and all the individuals that made my time
purposeful and enjoyable while serving as interim manager. 

Linda Brown, once again, retiree

New Contact Information, Fire Station
Peninsula Fire District main Line 530-362-7354

Administrative Assistant – Holly Coons – Price

Pfpd801@outlook.com

Fire Chief – Andy Courtright, Pfd7100@outlook.com
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LACF Has a Busy
Year Planned
“Music Under the Stars”
To improve the concerts at Rec. 1, LACF has made
the following changes and adjustments:
• All concerts will be held Saturday night with the
exceptions of June 25 and July 30 due to events
already scheduled at Rec 1.
• LACF is hosting a free concert for the community at Chester Park on July 20 from
4:00 to 7:00pm. The Chamber of Commerce will have their popular bar cart, some
food vendors from the market to include Unity Grill and Kona Ice. LACF will have our
raffle.
• Beginning in August, the concerts will begin at 6:00pm and continue at that time
through last concert on September 1.
Please look for LACF’s request for donation letter in the next few weeks. We are
dependent on these monies to continue this much-loved tradition. As we all know,
cost of everything has gone up, including entertainment. We average per concert a
cost of $4,000.  We are so appreciative of the monies we raise through raffle ticket
and blanket sales but we are still very dependent on your generosity.  Thank you in
advance for making your tax-deductible donation to LACF.

A big thank you to LACC for adding lights at Rec 1 where we hold the concerts. We all
have experienced traversing the uneven ground to get to the dance floor, buy raffle
tickets or a blanket. This should be a great help.

Community Gifting:
We were pleased to be able to gift the community a total of  $10,175 this includes the
purchase from Forever Home of the firepit and six chairs for the ice-skating rink. Giving
back and supporting the community is the purpose of the foundation so we were very
pleased that we were able to live up to our mission and give since we have not been
able to for 2020/21.

Emergency “To-Go” Kits
Through the help of board member Penny Leinwander, we acquired a $15,000 grant
with its purpose to “assist your fire department.” We determined that emergency “to-
go” kits would be helpful. If there was a need to evacuate, emergency supplies are
packed and ready to.
LACF has purchased the items and will be assembling kits to give to those in need.  If
anyone would like to help put the kits together, please contact us at
lakealmannorcf@gmail or call 916.835.1549.

Progress on EBS
Chief Courtright and Mark Burnham, Peninsula Fire board member, have the system
wired and are working at its undisclosed location. Currently, they are working on the
software side for programming and content. The only slowdown is the antenna. They
are looking at doing a temporary option so we can begin tests and have all bugs
worked out by the time we are fully live. 
1700 AM is the radio number on your dial for the Almanor Emergency Broadcast
System  and has been affectionately dubbed “the Lake” is nearly complete 

Katherine Sansone, Chair, LACF

530-596-4233
PO Box 538

Chester, CA 96020Chris Luna, Owner
• CA Lic #C52530 • CA Lic #782985

ONE-STOP SERVICES: Architectural Designs/Structural Eng./Civil Eng./Septic Systems/Surveying

Start Here First...
FORALLYOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS:

New Construction/Remodels/Additions

cornerstonedec.com • cengineering12@gmail.com
Proudly serving Lake Almanor for over 20 years

Former LACC Member
Janet Carol Sweeney Hancock

Born Sept. 15, 1937, passed away Dec. 19, 2022, peacefully at age 85,
surrounded by her loving family after a brief illness.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be sent to the National Kidney
Foundation.
A celebration of Life is to be determined.
Condolences can be sent to John Hancock, c/o. Ellen Olah, PO Box 1264,
Chester, CA 96020.

Former LACC Member
Carol Ann Ortmann Parish

Passed away Dec. 11, 2022. She was born Oct. 17, 1936.
A celebration of life will take place at a later date.
Condolences can be sent to Phil Parish, 69 Bayside Ct., Richmond, CA
94804.

With  Deepest  Sympathy
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GENERATORS
Your local factory-trained Generac Service/Retailer/Installer

• Locally Owned and Operated 
• Affordable Electrical Service 
• Installation 
• Repair and Service 
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional

CALL US 
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once a year. Let Universal Electric 

be the one to guarantee your generator is working properly when the utility power fails. 

We also offer solar! 
ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING PORTS AVAILABLE FOR INSTALLATION

530.816.0685 • Chester/Lake Almanor • CA LIC #840585

before your power goes out! Order your GENERAC for 
public safety power shutoffs!

JAN.-FEB. 2023 PAGE 7

Universal Electric
1/4 
gray

News from the Lake Almanor Basin

Christmas Tree Lighting
Kicks Off 
Merchant’s Night Out
The annual Merchant’s Night Out is one of the truly outstanding events
in our community hosted by the Lake Almanor Area Chamber. This
year, added to the night of shopping, was the lighting of the new 30-
foot Christmas Tree.  

With carols sung by the Mt. Lassen Community Church, under the
direction of Gwen Salvador, the Lake Almanor Community Church, led
by John Erickson, and St. Andrew’s choir, a countdown was led to the
tree lighting.  There were many oohs and aahs by the crowd of over
200 spectators as the tree was set aglow. 

Once all enjoyed a holiday libation, off they went to shop (and see
friends) at the local merchants up and down Main Street.

Maintenance
Supervisor for 
Chester Park
The Lake Almanor Area Chamber is
looking for a maintenance supervisor
working at Chester park, the future site of the Town Plaza.  This position,
either as a volunteer or paid employee, requires the knowledge/experience of
general building and landscape maintenance and the capability to directing
others. 

To learn more about the position please email info@lakealmanorarea.com or
call 530.208.5330.



To: The Lake Almanor Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors
From:  Susan Bryner, President

Re:  President’s Farewell Address

As I say farewell to 5 years as the Chamber President, I look back over where we
were and what we have accomplished with pride and much gratitude for the
volunteer hands that made this happen. 

Where we were
In the first months of 2018 a small group of community leaders sat down to talk
about the future of our area. There were many challenges and needs, discussed,
but solutions and actions could only be taken by a strong leadership organization.
Chester is an unincorporated town. The communities of the Basin were very
different with more keeping us separate than just geography. Given the challenges
and needs of the broader community this group saw the first step to change was
to create a strong community organization that could lead.
At that time the Lake Almanor Area Chamber of Commerce had under 80
members, no staff, and a relatively small presence in our community. A handful of
us decided to join the chamber’s board and explore the potential.

What we set out to do
2018. With a strengthened board, strategies were laid out with economic
development as the focus. Building membership and services to businesses,
creating avenues for community communication, and fostering collaboration
between public and private organizations were key strategies. 
We introduced Town Talks, get togethers aimed at gathering the community to
learn about one another’s organizations. Then came Town Walks, bringing leaders
together to visit and say hello to businesses and learn about their needs. 
Then in November the first plume of the deadliest wildfire in California history
was seen over the west shores of Lake Almanor. Over the next 48 hours and the
weeks that followed, 100’s of people fleeing the fire sought refuge here. The
Chamber and people of the Lake Almanor Basin swiftly stepped up to assist with a
community run evacuation center and a system for vetting needs and distributing
funds. Ultimately, the Chamber raised over $35,000 for relief and recovery. 85% of
these funds were spent in the first two weeks on food, gas, shelter and clothing
for the evacuees. The entire community scrambled to put resources, systems and
people in place to fill the need.  We were caught flat-footed at the onset and the
individual toll on volunteers was heavy. But we were grateful to have been able to
serve and continued our efforts as residents displaced from the Camp Fire began
to settle in the Basin. 

2019. By the next year, our membership was growing, and we were able to
employ a part-time executive director, Chelssa Outland. Chelssa’s outstanding
service to the Chamber and the work of our board led to many gains for the

organizations. 
Town Plaza, an economic development initiative was introduced at a Town Talk at
the Coffee Station that year. The Chamber had done research how to cost-
effective projects that could spur economic development. An idea came from this.
A Town Plaza.  Studies showed that towns with thriving civic spaces brought locals
and visitors into town, created a strong sense of community, gave residents “a
place,” provided a forum for activities and energized the local economy.
It became evident that a Town Plaza had to be on our “to-do.” 
ABCC. In November we introduced the Almanor Basin Community Consortium
(ABCC) to jump-start communication across sectors of our community that would
lead to collaboration on individual and collective projects or issues.  The
consensus from that first meeting was that the major concerns that affected our
community were:

• a declining population with an aging demographic  
• the need for affordable housing
• more community involvement
• year-round activities for young, old and families
• over regulation hindering private and public sectors
• the cost of running a business becoming prohibitive
• the inability of families to live on minimum wage
• the lack of year-round employment
• the social-emotional needs of a growing number of children
• the seasonality of business demands
• the lack of a skilled labor force. 

All agreed that dramatic, community-wide progress on these would require the
engagement of all sectors pulling together in the same direction.  Individual
industry meetings were planned for the coming year and a second consortium
meeting for April. 

2020. COVID. The community was asked to lock down. Our local newspaper shut
down. People were confused and afraid. The Chamber responded in several ways.
What we did
The Mountain Volunteer Project (MVP), a fledgling idea born of the Community
Consortium was taking root with discussions on how to serve the needs of the
non-profit service sector for administrative services and volunteer recruitment
and placement. Suddenly, and without resources, funds, and only a handful of
volunteers, the Chamber worked with others to put into place: a needs
assessment, a 24-hour help line, and a shopping service for those most vulnerable
to COVID in the community.
The Town Chatter. A concern at the Chamber was that our community had no
comprehensive and trusted source of information. In April of 2020, we turned our
monthly Town Chatter newsletter, with an audience of 500, into a weekly
publication. Today the Town Chatter goes out to over 1700 full time and part time
residents and visitors. 
The Almanor Foundation. In October, a small group of leaders led by the chamber
gathered to discuss the feasibility of creating a foundation to provide resources
for our community to address the challenges of disaster and oversee initiatives
that would spark our economy.  This group became the Steering Committee. In
December, the committee laid out a vision and mission, adopted bylaws and The
Almanor Foundation was born.
New Year’s Eve Fireworks. By the end of the year, all were exhausted and in need
of a lift in spirits. On a wing and a prayer that the funds and permission would
come, the Chamber initiated work toward a New Year’s Eve Fireworks show at the
airport to celebrate the coming of a new year. The show was so well received that
we are now into our 3rd year.
2021. Our businesses, still under the heavy weight of COVID restrictions, struggled
to stay alive and maintain services. The health and wellness of our community,
families and children were burdened with the effects. The Chamber worked
double time to assist businesses and inform the community. 
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SEE FAREWELL, Page 9

Farewell from Chamber president
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LET US DO THE WORK.

Lassen Transfer & Storage has been in business for 51
years, providing you with local and long distance moving

services, including packing, crating and material.

— SERVING LASSEN, PLUMAS AND MODOC COUNTIES SINCE 1965 —
Firm Price Quotes Available • 70’ Public Scales • California Employee Approved Mover

Lassen Transfer & Storage
703-750 Richmond Road East, Susanville , CA 96130 • 530.257.3780

www.lassentransfer.com • CAL PUC# 82941

Staffing. 2019 – 2020, the Chamber accomplished much with a part-time
employee and the volunteer hands of our Board of Directors. But sustainability
and further growth was not going to be possible without full time staffing. In 2021,
Chelssa left the part-time position of Executive Director and joined our board. We
replaced her with two part-time positions.
Town Halls. With a heavy reliance on zoom and public spacing, we introduced
community Town Halls, an ongoing series bringing topics of interest to the
community, September through June. We are now in our second year, with Town
Halls now taking place at Mt. Lassen Theatre.
Town Plaza & Farmers Market. The chamber and the newly formed foundation
partnered to petition the County of Plumas to grant us the ability to renovate and
utilize Chester Park for the development of our Town Plaza. Part of the
development of activities at the park was the introduction of a Farmers Market in
June of 2022.
Dixie Fire. During the evacuation of the Dixie Fire, the chamber maintained our
communications network with the Town Chatter and met with the Chico and
Paradise Chambers to begin to formulate a response to relief and recovery efforts.
Upon returning we worked closely with The Almanor Foundation in the
development of a community response to relief and recovery. 

2022.
Town Plaza. Working with County officials over the past two years, we have
moved into the final stages of a negotiating a public/private partnership between
the County, the Chamber and the Foundation. 
Ice Rink and Christmas Tree. This year, we introduced another feature and second
activity to the Town Plaza project, a community Christmas Tree, and an ice-skating
rink. The rink opened this December and will be open through March. The
Chamber will staff and operate the rink. The Almanor Foundation will raise funds
to pay for the ongoing operations. Both the rink and the tree will be a mainstay of
our winter activities for many years to come.
Where we are now
A round of applause for what we have accomplished. What we have done is
amazing and shows we have the ability and the resources of talent and
commitment from our community to make things happen.  
Executive Director: It has been shown that leadership is key to success. An
Executive Director has been hired “Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do
so much” to continue the great momentum that the Chamber has created.
Board Members: For the chamber to continue this path, we need board members
who see our vison, understand the need of a Chamber and who are willing to put
in the time to make it happen.  
Platinum Memberships: A core group of businesses has seen the value of the
Chamber and have become partners with the Chamber. 
Partnerships: The partnership with The Almanor Foundation has been key to our
success. With different skill sets and roles, working with one another only has
enhanced what we have been able to do for our community
The future
We’ve come a long way . . . but we have miles to go. From this synopsis of
accomplishments, we can see that through collaboration, partnerships, patience
and understanding much can be accomplished. But our work to “mend” some of
the major issues calls for us to be a united front, meshing our strengths and ideas
for a common goal. The growth and strength of our community is dependent on
the Chamber, who has shown their tenacity and ability and TAF, who can fill in the
gaps as a 501c3, to keep us moving forward.
The need to continue to partner and collaborate is essential. And finding and
sustaining strong leadership is critical. On leaving this position, I am more than
confident that we can continue to serve the needs of our community if committed
people continue to step up to take part. 
“Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do so much” – Helen Keller
Sincerely,
Susan Bryner – President 2018 - 2022

FAREWELL, from Page 8

Ryan joined the Chamber
Board of Directors in October
of 2020 and became the
Board Secretary. He is
the owner and operator of
Ayoobs Intermountain
Hardware on Main Street in
Chester and has lived in
Chester for 13 years. In his
spare time, Ryan enjoys
hanging out with his family
and friends doing normal
mountain things like fishing,
camping, and spending as
much time on the lake as
possible. We are grateful to
Ryan and his service to our
community. Ryan and his best friend

Chamber Board
Member of the Month
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Rev. Todd DuBord
Former Chaplain for

Chuck Norris

Sunday Services 8:30 & 10:30
Services are also LIVE streamed on MtLassenCommunityChurch.org

530.258.3005 • 200 Main Street • Chester

Many locals experienced the horror as the Dixie Fire approached the outskirts
of Chester in 2021. The community was thankful that the town was saved but
it was not completely spared. The communities beloved cemetery met Dixie’s
path of destruction. Lost was the caretaker’s building and over 40 trees that
surrounded the cemetery, which is part of the splendor of this small yet
cherished place in Chester.

“This came way too close, but the cemetery district is most grateful that it was
only our building and trees. We were lucky there was no damage to graves
where our loved ones are laid to rest,” says Wes Scott, district manager. 

After the removal of the trees costing the district $50,000 and the teardown of
what remained of the office, the work has begun to restore the cemetery
where 1700 people have been buried. To rebuild, the district is working with
the Almanor Foundation is to be a funding partner for the restoration.

“This is why we are here,” says Susan Bryner, executive director. “We were
blindsided in 2018 when overwhelmed with evacuees from Paradise. Then we
underwent COVID and had no plan of action for those in need.” The
community was unprepared and like other rural areas, does not appear on the
radar of state or federal government when assistance is needed. “With the
establishment of the foundation in 2021, we have shown we can be there for
our community and when in crisis, as was shown with the Dixie Fire,” she
further explains. 

By the cemetery district partnering with the foundation, they can begin the
process of rebuilding while the foundation oversees funding, managing the
money, and distributing it as needed. “Our responsibility to those who are
buried here, their families and those who have purchased plots is to insure we
are here in their time of need. Raising money? Not what we do,” says Scott. By
turning this fundraising over to TAF, the district has been able to begin the
planning of rebuilding and reseeding knowing money will be there for this
much-needed task.

The Chester Cemetery District serves the communities of Chester and
Prattville. The need for a cemetery arose from Men’s Fellowship of the United
Methodist Church in 1956. Soon a petition by the local populace was
circulating supporting the proposal of a cemetery in Chester to be placed on
the ballot. It was passed by the citizens and a board was established in 1957.

Collins Pine Company donated five acres of land near the junction of California
State Highways 36 and 89. A road was built to access to the soon-to-be
cemetery, land was cleared, and a fence was installed. By the end of 1959,
Chester Cemetery was a reality.

The cemetery continued to evolve with an irrigation system installed. In 1962 a
special area dedicated to “Veterans of Foreign Wars” was added, which
included a memorial plaque and flagpole. Each year on Memorial Day there is
a celebration and commemorative celebration held with veteran’s recognized
for their service with a flag and cross placed at each plot.

In the summer of 1963, a women’s club established a memorial park
surrounding the caretaker’s building. In 1990 the American Legion Auxiliary
took over the care and restoration of the memorial park. There are special
sections for Catholics and Masons and one section designated exclusively for
infants.

There are no raised headstones; only markers that are flush with the lawn. This
allows an easily maintained lawn area, which adds to the beauty of the
grounds. The cemetery, developed in sections, was originally designed for
about 2,600 plots, which has been expanded to hold 2734. Currently, there are
1700 grave sites.

“This is a quote from Andrea Gibson ‘forests may be gorgeous but there is
nothing more alive than a tree that learns how to grow in a cemetery.’ We
cannot agree more,” adds Scott.
For those interested in supporting the rebuild efforts of Chester Cemetery,
please visit https://almanorfoundation.org/our-funds/

Katherine Sansone

Shop & Save with Local Merchants
Sierra Hospice is now selling 2023 Shop & Save cards, which offer discounts
and deals with merchants in the Lake Almanor area throughout the year. The
cards are available for purchase at Sierra Hospice’s Thrift Store (Forget-Me-
Not) at our new location at 604 Main Street in Chester and at participating
merchants for only $15.00. All proceeds benefit the non-profit organization’s
efforts to provide, via our volunteer program, end-of-life aid and support to
patients and their families in the local area. For more information, please call
Judi Lee at 530.258.3412.

Chester Cemetery in its glory...            ... and after Dixie Fire

Chester Cemetery District Seeks Funds to Return Beloved Cemetery to its Original Splendor
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zaengles.com 
530.257.7788 

2800 Main St.,  
Susanville 

In front of Walmart 

OPEN 
M-F 8:30-5:30, 

SAT 8:30-5

Window Coverings by

407 Ponderosa Dr., 
Lake Almanor 

530.596.4111

Site Preparation • Stump Removal • Tree Removal • Tree Climbing 
Storm Damage • Debris Hauling • Full Cleanup 

Crane - Tree Removal/Tree Topping • 24 Hour Emergency Services 
Excavation • Septic Systems • Utilities • Log Hauling • Dead • Dying 

Diseased • Lot Clean-Up • Insurance Work 
Employees Fully Insured 

by Company 
We Do It All! 

Licensed Timber Operator 
LIC #A012455 

Cell: 530.816.2222

Greg Lopez, Owner

Ranger-led Snowshoe Hikes in Lassen Park
Join a ranger-led snowshoe hike now through March and explore the wild, red fir
forest environment off-trail. A ranger will demonstrate how to put on your
snowshoes and how to move safely on the snow. Once basic techniques are
covered, the group will head out into the snow for a one-to-two-mile hike of
moderately strenuous terrain. The exact route can vary with snow and weather
conditions. 
Where: Meet at the Kohm Yah-mah-nee Visitor Center, located at the Southwest
Entrance via Hwy 36.
When: Saturdays and Sundays. Hikes begin at 1:30pm and are approximately two
hours long. Since the hikes do not follow a distinct route or visible trail, we are not
able to accommodate late-comers. Hikes may be canceled at the last minute due to
extreme weather conditions. Please call 530.595.4480 ahead to check on
conditions.
How to Participate: A free ticket* is required to participate. Pick-up a ticket the day
of the hike at the information desk inside the Kohm Yah-mah-nee Visitor Center.
We do not take reservations. Tickets are offered on a first-come, first-serve basis
beginning at 9:00am the day of the hike. Space is limited. Sometimes weekends can
be busy especially holiday weekends. We recommend arriving before 11:00am to
secure a ticket. 

What is Provided: Snowshoes are provided only for the ranger-led activity.
Donations are welcome and support snowshoe maintenance. 
What to Bring: Appropriate clothing and footwear is recommended -- water-
resistant hiking or snow boots, layered clothing, water or wind resistant outer
layer, hats, gloves and sunglasses.
Who Can Participate: Snowshoe hikes are open to individuals eight years of age

Between turns on the ice, skaters from Quincy keep warm by the fire pit
purchased from Forever Home and donated by the Lake Almanor Community
Foundation.  To assist in cost of purchase and operations of the skating rink,
please visit https://almanorfoundation.org/our-funds/ to make your tax-
deductible donation. Thank you for your support.

Enjoying the skating rink
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340

cstgeneralcontractors.com • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr
530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell

“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”

Sales • Installation • Service

The Most Affordable & Reliable
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

HOME BACKUP POWER.
COMFORT. SECURITY
COME WHAT MAY.

Control Your Power. Control Your Life™

The Dope on Longboard
Races in Plumas County

Some believe that life is to be lived and frivolity is at the top of the list.  This
frivolity can be seen every third Sunday from January through March at the
Longboard Ski Races at Johnsville Ski Bowl hosted by the Plumas Ski Club.
“These races are one of the highest levels of enjoyment one can partake in
while keeping a 150-year tradition alive,” says John Sheehan, chief-talker, aka
Longboard Race announcer. 

Racing 88 miles per hour down a hill on two pieces of wood called “Norway
Skates” was first introduced to the mining camps in 1853. “These skates were
ideal for getting around in the winter season. All ages traveled from five to as
much as 15 miles on skis.” Though this helped transport people, the winter
months in this remote area could get tedious so when boredom set in so did
ideas on how to relieve the doldrums. 

Downhill skiing has been around for 1,000’s of years from China to Norway,
but it was in 1861 the first organized ski races with prizes were held in the
mining area of Plumas at Onion Valley between Quincy and La Porte. To get to
the top of the mountain, racers hitched a ride in ore buckets. Though not
glamorous, it worked and locals claim it was the first ski lift. For the next 20
years, races were held between various mining camps with meets of 50 or

SEE LONGBOARDS, Page 14

Crossing the finish line with one pole stop
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more participants, 500 spectators and purses of $500 to $1000. So popular,
there were skiers who did the “circuit” at such descriptive locals as La Porte,
Johnsville, Jamison City, Poker Flats, Sierra City, Monte Cristo and such.

The skis worn by these early speed demons were made of vertical-grained
Douglas Fir with a groove on the bottom and shaped with bent tips created
through a long steaming process. Travelling skis were eight to 10 feet while
racing skis were a minimum of 10 feet with some as long at 15 feet. On both,
bindings were two pieces of leather attached to the sides with three to four
holes on each side to lace. A small block of wood was attached to the ski to
keep the heel in place. Skiers started and stopped using a single six-foot pole
with a block of wood on the end. Starting was done by three to four lunging
thrusts. Stopping was a bit more spectacular with skiers sitting on the pole
applying pressure creating a drag and an impressive “rooster tail” of snow.

The secret to winning was not just a skier’s ability and the equipment but the
all-important “dope” applied to the base of the skis. The recipes for dope were
closely guarded as they are today with some recipes handed down over many
generations and still a “secret.” Some materials used to make a batch include
spermaceti, a waxy substance from the brow of a sperm whale, oil of cedar,
Venice turpentine, oil of tar, wintergreen, soapstone, balsam of fir and pine
pitch. Even one batch maker used melted Edison cylindrical records. The
speeds the dope produced led to slogans such as “Sierra Lightning” and “Dope
is King.” Finding these ingredients today may be a challenge but be warned, no
modern floral carbons are allowed and this rule is strictly enforced.

Longboard races ran until 1917. In the early 1930s there was a small revival of
the sport and another one in the 1950s. Today, “vintage” downhill races
continue with three longboard races held annually at the Plumas Eureka Ski
Bowl in Johnsville. The racers must dress in period clothing, only authentic
dope recipes can be applied and “one pole only” still applies.  As in the original
races, it is gender base and participants must traverse to the starting line.
“That can be a feat in itself but it is all part of the fun,” says Sheehan. Once at
the starting line a gong is sounded and the racers are off! 

Longboard racing is so popular that several local schools offer a class in making
authentic longboard skis. Wood from local mills with straight grain and free of
knots for strength is still used as were the original skis in the 1800s. “Many of
the skis are personalized and are truly works of art but bottom line they are
built for speed,” he adds with a laugh.

Live music and food add to the festivities. On a fair-weather weekend, over a
1,000 people come to watch and race. Sheehan adds, “Though the racers are
out for a good time, the desire to be the fastest and break records is the goal.”
Nothing much has changed in over 150 years . . . the strongest start, the
straightest line, the best balance and the best dope determines the winner.
PSC (plumasskiclub.org)

Longboard Race Dates: January 15, February 19, March 19

Shuttles from parking lot to ski area

Katherine Sansone
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Excavating 

• Tree & Stump removal 
• Underground utilities 
• Pavers (Driveways, Patios 
   Retaining Walls) 
• Waterfront restoration 
• Driveway designing 
• Paving 
• Demolition 

 

General Construction 

• Residential • Commercial 
• Remodel • Home site preparation 
• Residential logging 
• Concrete flatwork 
• Concrete foundation • Masonry 
• Steel buildings 
• Insurance work welcome 
• Painting 
• Fork lift rental  • High lift (40’) 

 

Septic Systems 
  • New systems 
  • Repairs 
  • Locating • Pumping 
  • Sewer line replacement 
  • Diagnostic 
  • Dump truck hauling 
  • Backhoe service 

Full Property Cleanup 
 

38 Years 
Experience in the 

Lake Almanor Area

Full 
Service 
Company

407 Ponderosa Dr., Lake Almanor • 530.596.4111 • 530.816.2222 C 
www.greglopezconstruction.com • Lic. #525368 • Lic. #A9729 

FROM 
$549

OPEN 
M-F 8:30-5:30, 

SAT 8:30-5

zaengles.com 
530.257.7788 
2800 Main St., Susanville 

250 
Recliners  

in 
Stock!

LONGBOARDS, from Page 12
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Chilly Chili Cookoff to
Benefit Chester Community
Ice Skating Rink
Sponsored by The Almanor Foundation
Don a Toque, Make or Taste Some Great Chili,
and Have Some Fun!

The great Chilly Chili Cookoff is back on
Saturday, February 18 from 1:00 to 4:00pm in
the parking lot at Chester Park. The Chilly Chili
Cook-Off is a fundraising event sponsored by
The Almanor Foundation to support the
Chester Community Ice Skating Rink. 

Come for an afternoon of great chili,
beverages, live music, ice carving, and a crazy
hat (or toque) contest. Sit by the fire and enjoy
s'mores, while supporting the Ice Rink, the first
winter activity of the Town Plaza at Chester
Park.

Event Time 1:00 to 4:00pm
Chester Park parking lot

Tasting Tickets - $10, Children under 12 - $5
Live Music with "Doctor" Jeff

Adult Beverages
Warming spots for roasting s'mores
Ice Sculpture carved by Tim Carmen!!

The Great 2023 Toque Contest
Put on your best toque and win the prize for

the best hat of the season. 

Chili Tasters Get Your Tickets Now. 

Chili Teams Wanted!  $30 Entry Fee. Bring
three to five gallons of chili and your own heat
source. Prizes for "Best Chili", "Awesome
Showmanship or Booth", and "Most Awesome
Toque" which is open to all teams and tasters.
Enter Your Chili Team Now

Be a Chilly Chili Sponsor. We will happily
accept any merchandise, gift certificate or
donation to be used in our raffle. To sponsor or
donate, please go to The Almanor Foundation’s
website, http://www.almanorchilicookoff.com
or for more information on sponsorship, you
can also email admin@almanorfoundation.org
or call Tom at 925.381.8331. 



We are proud of what we have accomplished. We are pleased with our
contribution to our community.

The Almanor Foundation (TAF) began as an idea in October of 2020. The
foundation, a501(c)(3) public charity, has
accomplished much in two years. We feel
we have earned a few bragging rights. 
We are pleased to share some of our
successes and milestones as we continue to
garner support and credibility from those
who believe in us, the work we do, and the
contribution we are making to our
community.

The Ice Skating Rink, a much anticipated
outdoor venue, was met with many smiles
from both young and old. It took no time for
the rink to be filled with skaters enjoying
this popular winter activity.

Our Initiatives Making a Difference in the Community
The Almanor Foundation initiatives are projects and programs dedicated to
economic growth and improving our community.

Town Plaza at Chester Park 
We met another milestone for the Town Plaza with the opening of the Ice-
Skating rink at Chester Park on December 2. Working in partnership with the
Lake Almanor Area Chamber, the rink opened to a crowd of spectators and
joyous children and adult skaters. The opening evening brought tears of joy to
those on the TAF and Chamber board who have worked toward the dream of
the rink as part of the Chester Town Plaza project. 
The Ice Rink Initiative Fund has raised $2,540 to date, along with thousands of
dollars in in-kind donations.

Disaster Relief and Recovery
The Dixie Wildfire Fund, as part of our Disaster Relief and Recovery initiative,
supports the recovery, rebuilding and revitalization of our communities
impacted by the wildfire. The goal of this initiative is to work collaboratively
with the nonprofit, government, philanthropic and private sectors to
accelerate recovery and rebuilding to create a thriving, resilient and even
stronger region. TAF’s Dixie Wildfire Fund has raised $864,000 and granted
over $654,000 to relief and recovery efforts from the Dixie Fire.  

Workforce Housing 
The shortage of housing and affordable housing threatens the livelihood and
character of our region, our community members, and our businesses.
Housing became an even more critical need after the loss of so many homes in
the Dixie Fire. The goal of TAF’s workforce housing initiative is to bring people
together to accelerate solutions to achievable local housing, supporting short-
term and immediate action, while focusing on long-term solutions. In August
2022 the foundation funded a $167,000, 8-month project to produce a
comprehensive and systematic approach to affordable housing within the Lake
Almanor Basin.

Protecting Our Resources & Assets 
TAF remains active and
vigilant in protecting our
most important resources
and assets from threats to
our water quality from the
effects of the Dixie Fire, and
the degradation of streams,
to the encroachment of
other interests on the cold
waters of Lake Almanor. 
As part of this initiative, the
Defend Lake Almanor Task

Force was embraced by TAF. TAF was instrumental in spear-heading the
Stairway of Power documentary with Mike Wilhoite. If the need arises to raise
funds to protect the interests of Lake Almanor against the encroachment of
outside interests, the Defend Lake Almanor Fund has been created. 

Collaborative Visioning and Problem Solving
The Almanor Basin Community Consortium (ABCC) is an initiative for the
collaborative mixing and sharing of ideas and projects across the different
organizations, businesses, and peoples of the Lake Almanor Basin. Hosting
several successful large events and sector gatherings, ABCC has created
community partners for sharing issues and problem solving.
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Our Charitable Impact Funds Making a Difference
A Charitable Impact Fund at TAF allows those who desire to make positive
change and move forward more quickly and effectively by alleviating the costs
and administrative needs associated with fund-raising. This allows the project
leaders to focus on the doing versus the managing.

The Chester Public
Cemetery District came to
TAF requesting assistance in
raising the $20,000 needed
to replant some of the large
trees lost in the Dixie Fire. 
Founded in 1959, the
cemetery is cherished by
the community and TAF.
Opened in October, the
fund has received monies
from the community and
from those with loved ones
buried there. Funds raised to date: $9,481.

Memorial Funds to Honor a Loved One
TAF makes it possible for those
interested in creating a legacy for
a loved one to open a charitable
impact fund in their name, raising
money for a service or a cause. 
The Carlos Espana Memorial Fund
is one such fund, with a purpose
to raise money for the Almanor
Rail Trail that is a 12-mile segment
of the Trail Master Plan to create
this recreation corridor.

Lake Almanor Area Chamber Fireworks Fund
Our community loves fireworks, and the Lake Almanor Area Chamber has held
a 4th of July Fireworks show for over 40 years. In 2020, at the end of the first
year of the COVID lock-downs, the community needed a boost, and the
Chamber Board said “let it be
fireworks”. That year, and by
the seat of their pants, the
Chamber hosted a fireworks
extravaganza at Chester
Airport to rave reviews. It has
since become a tradition. 
The Chamber, by working
with TAF, now provides a tax-
deductible option for those
who donate. Chamber
fireworks shows cost $35 -
$45,000 each year. Opened this November, the fund has raised over $1,900
toward the goal.

Our Patrons
We have shared what we have accomplished and would be remiss in not
acknowledging those patrons who believed in our vision; saw our efforts; and
through financial donations, have supported our endeavors.
John and Laura Foster Don and Lynne Bobo 
Phil and Tracy Scruggs Tim O'Brien and Susan Bryner
David and Teresa Korol Scott and Franci Free
Judy Chynoweth Carla and Terry Parsons 
Joyce and Bryce Ruschaupt Julie and Lyle Childers
Dave and Wendi Durkin Bob and Loraine Berry

The Almanor Foundation is not done. There is much more to do. We have
been given an opportunity from two of our patrons who will match every
dollar raised for our operations up to $40,000.

We have shown you what the Almanor Foundation can do for our community. 
Now let's keep the momentum going. 

We need your donation.

Please support The Almanor Foundation’s Work in Our Community
The Almanor Foundation

EIN# 86-2462099
AlmanorFoundation.org

PO Box 949, Chester, CA 96020

FOUNDATION, from Page 16

B & B Booksellers Has Closed Its Door but
will Reopen as Forever Books and Gifts
Another chapter has been completed for a local business but a new chapter
for the community has been started. Susan Bryner, founder and owner of B&B
Booksellers has sold the business to LACC members Christa and Josh Herman
of Forever Outdoors and Surf Shop. Under their new direction, the store will
re-open at the end of February as Forever Books and Gifts. 

“I am excited about what Josh and Christa will be able to do. I know they will
breathe new life into the bookstore that opened 20 years ago in our
community. This is not goodbye, but the turning of a page,” says B & B
Bookstore founder and of today, past owner Susan Bryner.
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Almanor Clinic Upgrades to
Centralized Registration 
The Lake Almanor Clinic will begin use of a new centralized
check-in system at its main clinic Monday, January 23, 2023.
When entering the main clinic also referred to the walk-in
clinic, patients will register with dedicated registration staff,
that will allow for a more immediate and efficient check-in
process for all clinic appointments.

“This new central registration system will speed up the check-in process,
create standardization throughout the clinic and allow for more face-to-face
interaction with department staff,” said Shawn McKenzie, CEO of Seneca
Healthcare District.  “The introduction of this process is the beginning of our
clinic centralization which is part of “project SWA” and our commitment to
provide the best quality care to our patients.”

The central registration is conveniently located on the first floor of the
Almanor Clinic. Committed registration staff will assist patients with check-in
and provide all necessary instructions.  Once patients are in the system, they
will be directed to the provider of their schedule appointment where the care
team will be waiting for them.

Seneca to the Almanor Basin residents 
Thank you for your trust in us
The overwhelming vote in the
November 8 election ballot to
approve the funding for a new
Seneca hospital facility has been a
conversation of progress and hope in
the community. Now that the

election results are certified, the work and challenges
for the hospital administration and staff will kick into
high gear.

Meeting with Shawn McKenzie, CEO of Seneca
Healthcare District, he laid out a game plan that has
been well over a year in the planning.  One of the
things that McKenzie stressed was the gratitude the
entire Seneca administration and staff has for the
“gift of trust” the community has shown by their vote
to allow the hospital district build a new medical
facility to serve the Basin residents. With a lot of the
pre-planning that has been done, the time line
already has  been shortened. The land has been
purchased, much of the property due diligence has
been completed and pre-design options are ready.
Contracts have been established with Boldt
Construction Company and HGA Architects &
Engineers to begin the final plans for the medical
center. For time and efficiency’s sake the companies
will be using ‘Industrial Construction’ techniques on
part of the building. Site work, underground utilities
and the superstructure of the facility will be pretty
much as usual, but parts of the building can be
constructed off-site during the same time frame as
the site work and then moved into location upon completion of the site work.
This should reduce the build time substantially.

The next (current) step is to confirm the financing of the project with the
United States Department of Agriculture, Office of Rural Development, which
will be the primary lending source. Once validation of the funding is received.
the process can begin. The projected plan right now is that the initial
harvesting/ground work can began in late spring/early summer of 2023 with a
hopeful completion and patient acceptance in the fall of 2025.

Of course, the conversations prior to the Measure B vote, and now, always
seem to come around to the positive impact this new facility will have on the
Almanor Basin. An obvious response would be the opportunity to have
improved healthcare for the community. McKenzie noted that several studies
have indicated that healthcare providers prefer accepting positions at newer,
state-of-the-art facilities, than older hospitals. That would mean that
recruitment would be easier and more long-term providers would come to our
community.  The hospital is already developing a new, more efficient,
electronic patient record system that will increase quicker patient reviews and
allow providers with additional patient care time. Care staff is also being given
additional training in more specialized areas in anticipation of the completion
of the new facility. There are several community groups that are working on
behalf of the hospital and any donations to help fund the project will be
greatly appreciated.

By Greg Scott, Staff Writer, Plumas News

SENECA
HEALTHCARE DISTRICT

SEE SENECA, Page 20

Shawn McKenzie, CEO of
the Seneca Healthcare
District, will be even
busier now that the new
Seneca hospital has been
approved to proceed. A
vast majority of Lake
Almanor Basin residents
have favored McKenzie
and his staff with what
he calls a “Gift of Trust”
to bring about better
healthcare and
community involvement.
He said, “This is my
community and I’m going
to do my very best to
keep that trust." 
Photo by Gregg Scott
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Need to Sell?
I get results!

Almanor Clinic Centralized Registration Tips 
Why are we changing to a centralized check-in?

• Centralized registration will make checking-in immediate, right from the
main clinic waiting room.

• Department staff will have more time to assist patients face-to-face.
• A standardized process across all departments for higher levels of

efficiency.
• Having one place to check in will decrease confusion about where to go

and help navigate our patients through the building.
• Interior navigation through the building will make it easier for patients to

travel to their needed department during winter months.

How will Central Registration Work?
• Centralized Registration is conveniently located in the Walk-in Clinic so

that as soon as you walk into the building, you can check in and receive
instructions on where to go next.

• You will still see the same friendly faces you have always seen as well as
some new ones.

What do I do once I check in?
• Once you are in our system, please report to the department or provider

for your appointment, where the care team will be expecting you. Staff at
registration will help you navigate to the correct location.

• Don’t worry, the staff will be notified that you have arrived for your
appointment.

• You will be directed to the department or provider's waiting area.

What do I do once I check out?
• Once your appointment is complete, please exit through the main

entrance that you entered from.
• If you need to schedule another appointment, please do so with our staff

at the front desk where you checked in.

Hours: Lake Almanor Clinic is open Monday through Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm
and offers Family Medicine, a Walk-in Clinic, General Surgery Services,
Telehealth, and Orthopedics. 

For more information, call 1(833)careSHD or 1.833.227.3743.

SENECA, from Page 18



Men's 
18-Hole 
Golf Association 
2023 Season
Golf is a great way to meet your neighbors and make new friends.  The
LACC Men's 18- Hole Golf Association is always looking for new
members.  
Players of all abilities are welcome.  

We play each week on Wednesday and Friday. Typically tee times are
between 8:00 and 8:30am. Wednesday is our sweeps day where we play
a different format each week.  Friday is our Skins Game, which is open
to anyone with a current GHIN number, club member or not. 

For membership information please visit our website
at www.laccmensgolf.com.

Friends of Pickleball
Happy New Year from your pickleball committee.
Great news continues for all LACC Picklers in 2023.
The contract has been secured for pickleball and
tennis courts to be completed during the month of
August.  A special thanks to Harry Blatter and Phil
Scruggs for all their hard work and research relative
to the courts. They made it happen!  

We are all very excited and look forward to a gangbuster summer.  We are
already working on plans for three socials with details to follow.  The rainy
weather has hampered some play, but those of us lucky enough to have
indoor courts where we live are taking advantage of them.  The other thing
we do is spend a lot of time watching televised pickleball tournaments.
Hopefully, we’ll pick up some tips and tricks of the game!!

See you all in May.  Please don’t hesitate to email us with ideas/suggestions
or personal pickleball accomplishments.  We’d love to hear from you.

Co-Chairs
Linda Rawson Terri Blatter
l.rawson@sbcglobal.net terirda@gmail.com

PB Committee Members:
Harry Blatter Ron Norman Joe Rawson
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You’ve got

Leave the rest to us.
BIG PLANS.

Remodels • New Construction
Replace Existing Deck - or Build a New One

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels and much more!

Phone: 530-258-4810 • Cell: 530-260-3161
or drop us an email: olahconstruction@gmail.com and visit us online at www.olahconstruction.com

CA Lic. #825912
Class B & C33

Recreation & Activities
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Music news
The Music Man Report
I hope the New Year finds you all healthy
and well. We have been working hard on
the schedule for the 2023 “Music Under the
Stars” Bandshell concerts. We are excited
this year to offer a variety of music styles so
there will be something for everyone. We
will have some of your favorites as well as a
few new groups. 

The LACF is proud to report that it has invested in new quality sound
equipment that is sure to improve your concert experience. Also, we are
pleased to announce that LACC is putting in lighting, which will make it easier
to get to dance floor!

If any are interested in preparing meals for the bands, please contact me at
510.521.4946. We appreciate all your support and help . . . and the bands love
the home cooked food!

See you in the spring and we look forward to a wonderful season of music.

Dave May, Music Coordinator

New Year’s Eve Party Rings in 2023
A crowd of 85 guests enjoyed LACC’s annual New Year’s Eve Party at the
clubhouse. With cocktails at 6:00pm and many watching football in the Sugar
Pine Lounge, a dinner of prime rib or Tuscan Chicken catered by local
restaurant Cravings was served by a friendly and efficient staff at 7:00. Tunes
began at 8:30 by popular DJ, Steve Lawson, NexGen Entertainment. With a
wide selection of tunes, the dance floor stayed full until the midnight hour.
With champagne poured, glasses raised and an enthusiastic countdown 2023,
was welcomed. 

Wishing all of you a very Happy New Year!
Club House Committee

New Year's Eve
party goers
enjoying the
celebration

Favorite DJ Steve Lawson showing his moves

Gettin'
down on
New
Year's Eve
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24 Hour Service Available • All Work Guaranteed • Free Estimates

License #525368 
407 Ponderosa Dr., 

Lake Almanor 
530.596.4111

• septic tanks 
• leach fields 
• new/repaired tank work 
• location pumping available 
• excavation available 
• designs for new systems 

• pump diagnostics 
• locating 
• backhoe service 
• perc test available 
• escrow inspections w/ reports & repair 
• tree and root removal

greglopezconstruction .com

Recreation & Activities

Butter melted, crab cracked, bibs on and guests dug in to delicious meal at
the Annual Peninsula Firemen’s Association Crab Feed held at LACC. A sold-
out crowd of 184 were served by students from Chester High School as well
as the fire chief who served the VIP table while 45 locals opted for Crab &
Go. All enjoyed crab, rolls, salad and dessert while tunes were spun by DJ
Steve Lawson.  After all diners had their fill of great food, they participated
in a silent and live auction as well as a raffle of great prizes. 

This resulted in a great grand total of: $25,000!

Per Bruce Sherod these monies will go towards the long-term goal to
purchase of turnouts ($5K) cardiac monitor ($35K) and the auto pulse
machine ($10 K).
Thank you all and we will have a full list of all who supported and were
sponsors in next issue. 

Guests enjoying crab and community

Peninsula Firemen’s Association Annual Crab Feed a Big Success
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NO INTEREST 
WITH PAYMENTS 
FOR 6 MONTHS!* zaengles.com • 530.257.7788 2800 Main St., Susanville (in front of Walmart)

*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the  purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a  late payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase. 

We secured a HUGE shipment of Flexsteel at amazing discounts of up to...

Howard Construction is a locally owned and
operated full service construction company. Owner
Kyle Howard has been in the construction field since
1978, building custom homes and other structures in
the Lake Almanor Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection. We take pride in
professionalism, quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

530.258.3541,
Office
530.258.1601, Cell
kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

New Homes • Remodel
Decks • Porches • Carports

Garages • Roofing
Plumbing • Electrical

Painting • Concrete Work
EPA Certified in Renovations 

and Repair
Testing • Evaluation

Documentation • Removal

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com 
Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727


