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The Board is working to replace Scott Deveraux, our current
GM, after his resignation.  We are appreciative of his

continued service for seven years for the Lake Almanor County Club. LACC
members and staff wish him well.  

This will not be a quick fix, as we all want the best results for our association
and our future.  I want to thank our members for being patient in this process
as our goal is to construct and end up with the very best options possible. 

We are in the process of creating a budget for 2023 with help from Scott and
the Finance Committee.  This process involves all mangers and committee
chairpersons.  We will be putting together a budget to support Firewise, road
maintenance, recreation, a restaurant, and continued LACC needs and goals.
We will be keeping the membership informed through the NABR network of
our progress.  Be assured we are all working together and continue to function
as normal.

Again, thank you for your support and continued involvement with LACC

Doug Coffman

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Doug Coffman

Letter to the Editor

Cover Photos courtesy of Betty Bishop & Feather River Tourism Association

We and many others were appalled to read the one line announcement
of the resignation of our General Manager.  It was totally inappropriate
and an insult to someone who has worked so hard these past seven
years. 

This is clearly not representative of a professional Board of Directors.   

Jane & Reed Hilliard 

Job Opportunities at LACC
Lake Almanor Country Club (LACC) Security Patrol

If you are interested in applying for the position or would like more
information, please call 530.596.3282 or stop by the office at 501
Peninsula Drive to obtain an employment application. 

An employment application can also be printed from Lacchoa.com .  To
access the application, click on Community Pages, LACC Employment then
click on the link to access the LACC Employment Application Form. 

Seeking Restauranteur

Restaurateur(s) needed to lease and run a seasonal restaurant and bar at
the Lake Almanor Country Club HOA community, which serves the entire
Lake Almanor Basin. The restaurant/bar building is located on the nine-
hole of the golf course. 

The LACC community has 1,831 lots with approximately 1,450 homes. The
population fluctuates, but during the summer season, the community
increases to thousands of people. 

The HOA restaurant seats about 60 guests for indoor dining, an additional
40 guests for outdoor patio seating, 20 guests for the indoor bar, as well
as the potential for takeout food. In addition to lunch and dinner dining,
the restaurant can accommodate special events such as wedding
receptions, anniversary, birthday and holiday celebrations, clubhouse
dinner dances and catering other special events. The restaurant is open
to the general public as well as the LACC residents. 

The ideal candidate is someone who has owned or run a restaurant/bar.
If you are interested in finding out more about this great opportunity,
please contact Valerie McCormick at 530.596.3282.



“Music Under the Stars”
We have wrapped up a complete
season, finally, for the 2022
Bandshell, “Music Under the
Stars.” We made some changes
that we hope all enjoyed and want
to continue to work on making it a
better experience for all, as well as
keep many of the traditions that
owners and guests love.

Without the support of volunteers, LACF would not be able to hold these
concerts; and we would like to take the time to recognize and thank them.

Band Meals: Thank you to our fabulous and most generous cooks who
supplied meals for the bands. They are Cheri McCrimmon, Mary Jane Pelson,
Jessie King, Mary Lou Hayward, Carol and Dave May, Susan Collins, Betsy
Wolfe, Janey and Mark Christensen and Ms. Sweeney. We appreciate you
taking the time to do “a spread” for our entertainers.

Booth and ticket sales: Some of these volunteers show up each week . . .
others when they can. All are appreciated. They are Joanne Ness, Jessie and
Rickey King, Janelle and Stan Orr, Ruthie and Mac Hinman, Mary Lou Hayward,
Donna Kennedy, Carol May, Arlene and Ed Organ and Mary Jane Pelson.
Without these volunteers, we would not be able to afford the bands and the
costs that go with hosting these concerts. Thank you for all your work and
willingness to be such gracious and fun-to-work with volunteers.

Security and Maintenance: LACF appreciates the hard work of Fernando
Sanchez and Blair Ball from maintenance who set-up/teardown the booths
each week. We also appreciate security, Jamie Thomas and Ron Hogan. Their
help and support make these concerts an enjoyable evening for all.

Raffle prize donors: We gave our general raffle prizes a “boost” increasing the
value and added a grand prize. Thank you to raffle donors: Ayoob’s
Intermountain Hardware, Lake Almanor Ace Hardware, Bailey Creek Golf
Course, Forever Home & Outdoor, Gather Home, Kati Grace Foundation, LACC
Golf Course, Lake Almanor West Short Golf Course, Sunshine Estate (olive oil
and wine), Wallick’s Pottery World and Watkins Pet Supply.

A special thank you to Friesen
Foundation that gave LACF “Music
Under the Stars” a $50,000. Due to
the cancelled 2020/21 season this
generous contribution and support
allowed us to continue the series this
season. We greatly appreciate this grant allowing us to continue this tradition
without interruption.

Advertisers: Without the support of advertisers, we would not have a
program. These supporters include: Coldwell Banker, Gather Home, Forever
Home & Outdoor, Watkins Pet Supply, Rouland Insurance, EJ’s Quality Door,
Window Locksmiths, Seneca Healthcare District, Almanor Wake Sports, Dennis
Mason, realtor, Lake Almanor Fitness, Dig-It Construction, K. J’s Cleaning
Service, Lake Almanor Brokers and American Home and Land Real Estate.
Thank you.

What Was New:
This year we invited Chester High School Sophomore/Junior class to help sell
raffle tickets and what a success that was! The students received a portion of
the proceeds for their efforts to go towards their Senior Night Out.  Also guests
were Seneca Healthcare District with CEO Shawn McKenzie as guest MC.

We also welcomed Kona Ice and the Unity Grill. Both vendors were well-received
and did a brisk business. This was a test to see if guests would enjoy – and they
did. Look forward to some new additions in 2023. Our hope is that Clifford’s will
be included for possibly food on site and to-go boxed meals. We brought back
the Lake Almanor designed blankets that were seen in our shortened 2020
season. We will offer again in 2023 with popular and also new colors. 

Thank you all for joining us this season. We appreciate your support through
tickets and blanket purchases; and your donations from our annual fundraising
drive. We look forward to an even better season in 2023. . . let the music play!

Arts & Crafts Fair
Sadly, we had to cancel the 20th Annual Arts & Crafts Fair at Rec 1 due to lack
of vendor participation. Between the many crafts fairs in the area, cost of gas,
limited housing and being the last event of the season, artisans were not able
to come to the event. We were sorry we had to do this since so many look
forward to this fair, but we needed to look at time and effort vs. return to
support the LACF mission, and it did not make sense to move forward. Our
hope is we will be back in 2023!

By Katherine Sansone, LACF Chair
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Chester High School Go-Getter Students

You Name It,

We Do It!

Vacation Home/ Rental Caretaking Services • House Opening & Closing
Home Maintenance & Repair • Remodeling • Electrical/ Plumbing
Boat & Watercraft Launching • Custom Furniture & Woodworking

“One guy … and a handy chick”

Rick & Jody Schlobohm
(530) 375-7590
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Need to Sell?
I get results!

Peer-to-Peer Consultation Workshop
I want to thank all those lot owners that
have been doing excellent hazardous fuel
reductions and cleanup of your
properties.  Each improvement is making
our community safer.  

* * *
On July 26, 2022, Penny Leinwander
hosted a "Peer-to-Peer Consultation
Workshop," where we were trained by
Chuck Bowman, Plumas County Fire Safe Council, on how to share with

neighbors some basic safety recommendations to keep their homes safer in
the event of a fire.   Mr. Bowman shared a checklist that lists current Cal Fire
requirements and recommendations.  There were several attendees who
would be willing to work with neighbors in going over the checklist to see
where their property stands compared to current guidance.  The volunteers
are not experts but we have experts to reach out to if we don't know the
answer.  Homeowners who request a volunteer consultation would have no
regulatory obligation to perform any work recommended, and the checklist
can be thrown in the trash.  

Resignation
This is to inform you that I have resigned as the Chair of the LACC
Firewise Committee.   It has been an honor to serve our community
over the last year and in the aftermath of the Dixie Fire.  With the
assistance of committee members, I believe we made major  progress in
providing resources to residents to prevent loss of lives and properties
due to wildland fires.  The committee has also provided several letters
and evaluations to the LACC Board of Directors to improve fire safety
for the community.  If you would like to be the next chair of this very
important committee, please let Doug Coffman know.  

Sincerely, Penny Leinwander 

Peer to Peer Workshop

LACC Business
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Thank you to the volunteers who helped with this critical Verizon Cell
tower area clean-up. All those who helped are giving our vital
communication systems a fighting chance should we ever have a fire near
the main gate on Clifford Drive.

Clean-Up Crew
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530-596-4233
PO Box 538

Chester, CA 96020Chris Luna, Owner
• CA Lic #C52530 • CA Lic #782985

ONE-STOP SERVICES: Architectural Designs/Structural Eng./Civil Eng./Septic Systems/Surveying

Start Here First...
FORALLYOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS:

New Construction/Remodels/Additions

cornerstonedec.com • cengineering12@gmail.com
Proudly serving Lake Almanor for over 20 years

News from the Lake Almanor Basin

Collins Announces
California Land
Acquisition
Collins is excited to announce a major acquisition of forestland in
northeastern California.  On August 4th, a year after the Dixie Fire raced
through the foothills of the Sierras, Collins Timber Company LLC completed an
acquisition of 58,000 acres of forestland from Shasta Forests Timberlands LLC
and its affiliates. The primary tracts of land are near the towns of Westwood,
Susanville, and Adin, and overall, the acquisition spreads across Lassen,
Plumas, Modoc, Shasta, and Sierra counties.   

“This acquisition is the largest timberland purchase in company history and is
a significant post-Dixie Fire commitment to log supply for the Chester
Sawmill, our employees, and the community,” said Eric Schooler, President
and CEO of Collins. The acquired land will also support the Collins operation
in Lakeview, Oregon. 

Collins is a 167-year-old, family-owned, FSC-certified forest
management and forest products company, with
operations in California, Oregon, and Pennsylvania. It has
operated in Chester and Lakeview since the 1940s. With
this acquisition, Collins will now manage 188,000 acres in
California and over 370,000 acres nationwide.  

“Shasta Forests Timberlands has managed these lands to the highest standard
for most of the last century. We are excited and proud of the opportunity to
continue stewarding these forests with a balanced focus on forest health,
resiliency, and productivity. Collins suffered losses in the major 2021 fires,
along with other landowners and community members, but this acquisition is
an important achievement and commitment to the future of our employees,
operations, and local communities,” said Galen Collins Smith, Vice President
of Resources for Collins. 

About Collins 
Based in Oregon and family-owned since 1855, Collins produces these wood
products: softwoods, hardwoods, NAF pine particleboard, TruWood Siding &
Trim. Collins upholds their long-standing commitment to land and resource
stewardship with more than 370,000 acres of FSC-certified forest lands, five
manufacturing facilities in the US and one retail yard in California. Divisions
are located in: Chester, CA, Kane, PA, and Lakeview and Klamath Falls, OR.
You can learn more about Collins here: https://www.collinsco.com/

By Galen Collins Smith gsmith@collinsco.com



You can learn more information or donate directly on our website at
www.senecahospital.org/donate. Gifts of cash, by check or credit card, are
the most direct way to give to Seneca Healthcare District. As a special
district, your gift is tax-deductible. We encourage all those considering a
larger donation to contact us directly at info@senecahospital.org or
530.258.2085. 

When would construction for the new hospital start? Construction is
anticipated to start in the spring of 2024.

When is the hospital anticipated to open? The hospital is anticipating
opening to patients by the fall of 2025

How can I learn more information? More information can be found on our
website at www.senecahospital.org or by calling 530.258.2085

Existing Facility Facts

1. The existing hospital was built in 1952 and commissioned for use in
1954. Seneca Hospital is located at 130 Brentwood Drive, Chester, CA.

2. Seneca Hospital serves the entire Lake Almanor Basin and surrounding
communities and is northwestern Plumas County’s only Healthcare
Facility. 

3. The existing facility does not comply with SB 1953 seismic
requirements. http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/93-94/bill/sen/sb_1951-
2000/sb_1953_bill_940922_chaptered 

4. Retrofitting the existing building would cost almost as much as building
a new facility and the hospital would not remain open during the
remodeling process. 

5. The HVAC, medical gas systems, medical air, surgery sir circulation
(circa 1983) do not provide optimal working conditions and there is no
central air conditioning in the existing facility. 

6. There are no negative pressure rooms to isolate patients with COVID
and other airborne diseases. 

7. The current nurse call system (circa 1970) does not allow for upgrades. 

8. The fire alarm system (circa 1965) requires modernization and
updates. 

9. There are no bulk oxygen/nitrous systems for the Operation Room.
(Circa 1963). 

10. There is not a central utilities plant. 

11. Many areas of the existing facility are non-ADA compliant.

12. The existing facility lacks space for a centralized data center (servers,
switches, backup, cooling). 

13. The kitchen requires modernization and is limited on space. (Circa
1983). The existing facility lacks controlled building access. 

Seneca Welcomes New 
Ultrasound Technologist

It has been a long search, but a new
Ultrasound Technologist is now on staff
at Seneca Healthcare District in Chester.
Seneca Healthcare District is pleased to
welcome our new Per Diem Ultrasound
Technologist, Monica Pitlock.

Monica comes to us from Oroville Hospital where she works full-time. She
is a Plumas County native who grew up in Greenville. She has a
background in phlebotomy and has worked as a phlebotomist for many
years. Monica recently went back to school for ultrasound at Gurnick
Academy of Medical Arts in Sacramento and graduated from the
ultrasound program in January of 2021.  Monica is very excited to join the
Seneca family and thanks everyone, saying, “Plumas County really is a slice
of heaven.”

Monica will be working at Seneca Healthcare District on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. Occasionally her primary job at Oroville Hospital will
necessitate a change to her days at Seneca. Seneca plans to share her
schedule with providers each month, so they know what availability there
is for scheduling. 
This hiring means patients will have access to ultrasound services weekly,
for elective cases and for emergency ultrasound procedures.

Common Questions about the POTENTIAL NEW HOSPITAL

Where would the new hospital be located? If the bond is approved, the
new hospital would be located to the northeast of the existing
clinic/directly behind Wildwood. 

What services would it have? The new facility would offer all our existing
services including diagnostic imaging, laboratory services, SWING services,
respiratory therapy, inpatient services, surgical services, emergency
services, outpatient services and more. 

How can I donate? There are several ways to donate to the new hospital. 
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816-0579816-0579

• Expert tree climbing
• Hazardous tree removal
• Bobcat service
• Trimming
•Tree falling
• Full cleanup available
• Fully insured
•Worker’s Comp
• Free estimates

Serving all of Plumas County
since 2007!
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Good Turnout for Annual Grebe Festival at Almanor

After a two-year interruption due to Covid and fires, Plumas Audubon Society
offered Plumas County residents and visitors an abbreviated version of its
annual Grebe Festival at Lake Almanor on Aug. 6.

At least 80 people visited Feather River Land Trust’s Olsen barn, where
information booths and displays about conservation and recreational
opportunities had been set up by local organizations such as Mountain
Meadows Conservancy, Almanor Recreation and Parks District, and Lake
Almanor Watershed Group. Live music, a silent auction, food, and grebe-
themed games were available. At least 32 people took advantage of guided
kayak tours on the lake for a closer look at nesting sites, while 20 participated
in shoreline bird walks.

Plumas Audubon Operations Director Liz Ramsey offered a history of the event
and Audubon’s efforts on behalf of grebes. She then introduced the prototype
of a man-made nesting platform. If successful, such platforms may make it
possible for these unique birds to survive PG&E’s sudden, drastic lake water
level reductions, which have often doomed unhatched eggs and chicks.

Even without the platforms ready to try on a significant scale yet, this year may
be a good one for grebes. With one of the largest number of individuals
recorded in over ten years of monitoring, and many breeding pairs working on
building nests, a stable water level should lead to safe, successful hatching. Bird
watchers who have witnessed the grebes’ beautiful top-of-the-water mating
dance may soon be able to see hatchlings riding serenely on their parents’
backs until they mature enough to swim and eventually fly on their own.

Plumas Audubon Society is optimistic that 2022 will be a successful year for
Almanor grebes and hopes that local support, grant funding, and responsible,
compassionate lake management by PG&E will make a full-weekend festival
possible in years to come.

For more information about grebes and the many projects with which Plumas
Audubon is involved, please visit its website:plumasaudubon.org.

By Piers Strailey

Grebe Festival. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Ramsey
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Shoe Tree at Lake Almanor Dental

The Almanor
Foundation Continues
to Impact the Basin
PCT Trail Magic and the Traditional Toss in
Chester
Pacific Coast Trail Hikers can be seen
throughout Plumas County, which for hikers going north or south is about the
half-way point on a 2,659-mile trek from the Mexican to Canadian border
parring through California, Oregon and Washington.

Since the stop-over in Chester many times includes a visit to the post office
where a new pair of hiking shoes awaits the hikers, a tradition was started
about eight years ago by local dentist Dr. Webb whose practice was right
across the street. He would see hikers “modeling” their new pair of shoes --
as happy as a runway model wearing a pair of Jimmy Choo’s or Loui Viton
stilettos -- and invite them to give their worn shoes a celebratory heave-ho
into a tree in the backyard 

The practice is now owned by Jeff and Dianne Benedictson who have kept up
the invitation to hikers to stop by and rid themselves of their shoes in the
notorious Shoe Tree, though last year did not see a lot of hikers due to the
Dixie Fire. This hiking season they have gotten several “walk-ins” keeping the
tradition alive with a “toss into the tree.” While there, some take advantage
of civilization and the hospitality of Jeff and Dianne and re-charge a phone
and relax on a bench in the backyard. (See picture)

Though the season for hikers stopping in Chester is coming to an end, Lake
Almanor Dental still anticipates there will be quite a few more pairs of worn-
out shoes adorning the Shoe Tree. 

Plumas Pines Resort Hosts Annual Rib Cook-Off to Benefit “Back the
Build” on October 1st
Last year’s Rib Cook-Off to support the Wildfire Relief fund, hosted by Plumas
Pines and sponsored by The Almanor Foundation, was so successful that
owner, Todd Geer, wanted to do something like it again in 2022. This year’s
rib cook-off on October 1st will be sponsored again by The Almanor
Foundation with funds raised to support the building of Seneca Health Care
District’s new state-of-the-art facility.

To be enjoyed -- Food. Music. Beer.  Raffle. Silent Auction. Vendors. Jump
House and even more. A $40 Rib Tasting Package includes a beer ticket, two
raffle tickets and a voting ticket. There will be a $10 General Entry ticket that
does not include rib tasting but guests can enjoy the music, hoist a few beers
and participate in the raffle and auction. Also available for $25 are Baby-Back-
the-Build T-Shirts. For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit
https://bit.ly/BacktheBuild

Take Part by Sponsoring Baby Back the Build
As support for the hospital build grows, many have asked how they can take
part. Sponsorship opportunities for the Rib Cook-Off have just been rolled

SEE FOUNDATION, Page 12
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out. This is a great opportunity for those who want to show their support.

Sponsorships range from $500 to $10,000. Visit here to learn more and
become a sponsor. https://bit.ly/BacktheBuild

Bringing Private Excellence (and chutzpah) to a Public Park
The idea of developing a Town Plaza in Chester has been an active goal of The
Almanor Foundation and the Lake Almanor Area Chamber for the past three
years. Even with all that has happened in this rural community, these two
groups have been diligent continuing to do research, look at studies, conduct
town surveys to keep the idea and dream alive.

TAF and LAAC came up with the idea to turn the existing Chester Park into a
year-round venue for Almanor Basin residents and tourists, i.e., a Town Plaza.
This would be done by developing a public-private partnership between the
County, the Lake Almanor Area Chamber and The Almanor Foundation. Susan
Bryner and Chelssa Outland shared the idea of a partnership plan with the
Plumas County Board of Supervisors on August 16. The idea was well-received
and for many who have been on the ground floor of The Plaza, a cause to
celebrate. All who attended to support the idea are confident that the Town
of Chester is one step – maybe more – to having a Town Plaza.

The Plaza team has been working with Tracey Ferguson, the county’s planning

director since January 2020 along with many other interested parties,
including Supervisor Sherrie Thrall. Ferguson presented a supportive report to
the board which discussed a proposed public/private partnership and the
recommendations of her department and county counsel.

The Vision
For the past decade, leaders of the Lake Almanor and Chester communities
have explored plans for town beautification, streetscapes, façade
improvements, big events, and marketing to stimulate the economy and
improve community opportunities and health.  In doing so, it became evident
that one of the most cost effective and catalyzing things a community could
do in this regard was to develop a place for a public market and plaza, and
create on-going activities near where people shop, eat, and look for
entertainment. 

Research on destination marketing also indicated that when deciding on a
place to visit, the top things the traveling population looks for in a destination
are shopping, dining, recreation, and entertainment in a pedestrian friendly
environment.

The vision for the Plaza is to eventually host activities 250 days out of the
year, from something as small as a climbing wall or petting zoo, to larger
events and concerts. 

New and Existing Facilities
The goal of the public-private partnership is to improve and expand on
existing facilities. Outland explained that current amenities such as the
basketball courts, stage (bandshell), baseball field, concession stand, and
restrooms, would not be eliminated though some facilities would be slated
for much-needed improvement. 

Some of the new amenities discussed are an ice-skating rink, a covered
structure for public markets and winter activities, and fountains for children
to run through during the summer.

Funding
Bryner explained that grant funds are available for such a project and that
The Almanor Foundation will act as the fundraising entity, seeking grants and
donations, while the Lake Almanor Area Chamber of Commerce will take on
operations.

Supervisor Greg Hagwood said that he thinks it’s “the county’s good fortune”
that there are individuals willing to pursue this endeavor. “The county
singlehandedly is in no position to make this happen,” he said.

Supervisor Sherrie Thrall indicated strong support for the project and the
other supervisors followed suit. The next step is to outline and agree upon
responsibilities of each entity. Thrall and Goss will represent the board of
supervisors during the discussions.

Bryner is the current president of the Lake Almanor Area Chamber of
Commerce and serves on the board of the Almanor Foundation. Outland,
along with Jenny Mathews, who was present at the meeting, are the
Chamber’s incoming Co-Presidents.

LET US DO THE WORK.

Lassen Transfer & Storage has been in business for 51
years, providing you with local and long distance moving

services, including packing, crating and material.

— SERVING LASSEN, PLUMAS AND MODOC COUNTIES SINCE 1965 —
Firm Price Quotes Available • 70’ Public Scales • California Employee Approved Mover

Lassen Transfer & Storage
703-750 Richmond Road East, Susanville , CA 96130 • 530.257.3780

www.lassentransfer.com • CAL PUC# 82941

FOUNDATION, from Page 11



Seneca Hospital at a Critical Juncture
At age 70, our existing Seneca Hospital facility is nearing the end of its useful life
in that role.  We’ve known since 1994 that the day would come when we would
face some tough decisions on local medical care.  That’s when the Hospital
Facility Seismic Safety Act was signed, requiring important upgrades to hospitals
across California to improve patient, staff and facility survival in the event of a
significant earthquake.  We knew at that time that the existing facility, built in
1952, would not meet those upgraded requirements, and it was subsequently
determined that retrofits would be both disruptive and unaffordable.  New
construction would be needed.

It was fairly easy to ignore the matter in the late 1990s and even the first
decade of the 21st century.  Maybe the seismic requirement would go away or
be postponed, or maybe small rural hospitals would be exempted.  But then the
Magnitude 5.7 earthquake in nearby Canyon Dam in 2013 served as a wake up
call – Chester did indeed have something to be concerned about.  And the State
of California was in no mood to rescind or postpone the requirement.  The law
required compliance by the year 2030 and the clock was ticking.

Fast forward to 2022 and we now have a plan for a new hospital facility
emerging from the team at Seneca.  It takes advantage of land available
immediately adjacent to the existing clinic, uses modern construction
approaches to meet all the necessary requirements, and creates an
appropriately sized and equipped facility for community needs.  It will maintain
Seneca’s status as a designated Critical Access Hospital and will continue to
serve the residents and visitors of northern Plumas County for many years to
come.  We simply have to get it funded and built.

The next critical step in this process is the matter of funding.  Our General
Election ballots in November will include a local bond measure to fund the
construction.  It will call for an annual assessment on private properties within

Seneca’s district boundaries, based on some small fraction of the assessed value
of the property.  It’s an equitable approach, spreading the burden across all
properties within the district and asking higher valued properties to contribute
more.

Nobody looks forward to the prospect of having to pay more in taxes, even for
something as essential as a local hospital.  But the alternative is even more
painful.  If we don’t build a new facility our existing hospital will be forced to
close in 2030.  The lack of a nearby hospital will mean that residents and visitors
would need to travel to Susanville or Quincy to find the closest emergency
medical care.  Similarly, all elective hospital care would have to go elsewhere.
The impact on the community in general would likely be significant.  Lack of a
medical facility in the north county could be expected to trigger economic losses
and plummeting property values.

At the personal level, let me share a perspective coming from involvement in
local fire, emergency medical service and search & rescue activities.  Every week
we have nearby incidents that call for prompt medical attention.  They run the
full spectrum of situations, involving the young and the old, residents and
visitors, accidents, sudden medical events, illnesses and on and on. The victims
need rapid medical response and Seneca is the first stop for most.  Some cases
get transported out of the basin to facilities that can provide specialized care,
but the patient still needs to get stabilized before transport.  Without a local
hospital, that care will no longer be available.  And I for one am willing to pay a
little extra to ensure that my loved ones continue to have access to that care.

By Dale Knutsen
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FROM 
$549

OPEN 
M-F 8:30-5:30, 

SAT 8:30-5

zaengles.com 
530.257.7788 
2800 Main St., Susanville 

250 
Recliners  

in 
Stock!
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Seneca at Juncture Rendering

Seneca  Aerial View



Fish Fry 
A dinner of hot fish, French fries, Cole slaw and garlic bread
all prepared by our volunteers. Price $12 which includes tax.
Doors open at 5:00pm with inner service at 5:30.
Event dates: September 30 
Time: 5:00 to 7:00pm

Taco Night 
A Mexican dinner with two selections: Taco dinner which includes two tacos,
beans and rice for $10.00 or Taco Salad served in a flour tortilla bowl for
$12.00. Doors open at 5:00pm with dinner service at 5:30.
Event Dates: September 9, October 14
Time: 5:00 to 7:00pm

Diner Night 
Your local Lake Almanor Elks Lodge is trying something new called Diner Night,
a throwback to simpler times. The menu is evolving but for now we offer your
choice of hamburger, cheeseburger or hot dog, French fries and cole slaw.
Price is $10.00. Beer and wine for guests over the age of 21. Doors open at
5:00pm with dinner service at 5:30.
Event Dates: September 16, October 21
Time: 5:00 to 7:00pm
Lake Almanor Elks Lodge, 164 Main St, Chester.
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340

cstgeneralcontractors.com • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr
530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell

“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”

Sales • Installation • Service

The Most Affordable & Reliable
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

HOME BACKUP POWER.
COMFORT. SECURITY
COME WHAT MAY.

Control Your Power. Control Your Life™

News from the Lake Almanor Basin

Etc., Etc., Etc., 

Friends of Chester Library Host Two Events
Sub-head: Larry Maurice, Cowboy Poet
September 15, 5:30-7:00pm, presenting Larry Maurice, Cowboy Poet, Academy
of Western Artists and recipient of the “Will Rogers Cowboy Award” for
Cowboy Poet of the Year. Through poetry, song and stories, Larry transports
his audiences back in time, allowing them to experience the old west.
Appetizers and desserts will be served! Made possible in art by a grant from:
Poets & Writers of California and Friends of the Chester Library 

34th Annual Street Rod Extravaganza
It’s the 34th Annual Street Rod Extravaganza
at Chester Community Park, September 10th,
9:00am to 2:30pm sponsored by Elks Lodge. 

Library 2nd Annual Celebration Tea 
Friends of Chester library Author Celebration Tea
Saturday October 13 2:00 to 4:00pm catered by Carol
Franchetti. Please stop by the Chester Library to get
your ticket. $25 each. 
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Tugwell Roofing Co. has built a reputation for quality, integrity and superior
customer service in the Redding area by providing all phases of roof
installation, repairs and maintenance services.

Our full-service roofing company offers a wide range of experience and
expertise to make any job a smooth process.Whether you need a new roof or
repairs on an existing roof in Redding, Chico or the surrounding areas, our
knowledgeable staff can help you find the right product,warranty and design
for your home or business.

Eliminating Risk With Superior Installation

530.222.9983 www.tugwellroofing.com

Lic. #1019496

A small company with a BIG reputation

zaengles.com 
530.257.7788 

2800 Main St.,  
Susanville 

In front of Walmart 

OPEN 
M-F 8:30-5:30, 

SAT 8:30-5

Window Coverings by

News from the Lake Almanor Basin

Project 2105 Update
A Recent Ninth Circuit Court Decision May Have Negative Effects on
Lake Almanor’s Environment and Economy But Not a Loss!

A recent decision by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals may have made it more
difficult for the Lake Almanor community to prevent the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) from implementing conditions adverse for our
local ecology and economy in the re-licensing of PG&E’s Upper North fork
Feather River Hydroelectric Project (the 2105 License). These conditions may
include removing additional cold water from the lake in the summer months
and require the construction of thermal curtains.

The Ninth Circuit ruling, made on August 4, 2022, reversed FERC’s decision
that the California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) had waived
its rights to impose “conditions” under its Water Quality Certifications (WQC)
on the Yuba, Nevada Irrigation District (NID) and Merced hydroelectric project
re-licensings.

The Ninth Circuit Court’s ruling to reject these waivers is relevant for the Lake
Almanor community because FERC has issued a similar waiver of SWRCB rights
to impose conditions under PG&E’s 2105 relicensing. Although this waiver
order is final and non-appealable, according to attorneys representing LACC
and the greater Lake Almanor Community, the recent Ninth Circuit’s decision

may influence FERC to be more inclined to incorporate conditions requested in
the state’s waived WQC into the 2105 License.

Since the conditions under the SWRCB’s WQC are not mandatory, FERC will
have total discretion to decide which conditions it will attach to PG&E’s new
2105 license.

The conditions suggested under the SWRCB’s waived WQC and under
consideration by FERC, are designed to lower the temperature in the North
Fork Feather River to protect freshwater habitat for fish. These conditions
could harm Lake Almanor by warming the lake, causing toxic algae blooms,
resulting in the destruction of Lake Almanor’s trophy trout fishery, damage to
local habitat for birds and mammals and harm to the local economy. These
threats may be heightened by the damage caused to the local environment by
the recent Dixie fire, including residual fire retardant that may wash into the
lake and act as fertilizer which could worsen potential algae blooms.

In response to these threats to our local ecology and economy, the Lake
Almanor Country Club (LACC), along with several local civic and private
organizations, filed a “Motion to Intervene Out of Time” which was accepted
by FERC. This motion has given the local community a voice and legal standing
in the 2105 re-licensing process and the ability to stage a legal fight (should
one be needed) against any conditions that may be imposed by FERC that
could be detrimental to the ecology and economy of the Lake Almanor basin.

SEE PROJECT 2105, Page 17
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Excavating 

• Tree & Stump removal 
• Underground utilities 
• Pavers (Driveways, Patios 
   Retaining Walls) 
• Waterfront restoration 
• Driveway designing • Paving 
 

• Demolition 

General Construction 

• Residential • Commercial 
• Remodel • Home site preparation 
• Residential logging 
• Concrete flatwork 
• Concrete foundation • Masonry 
 

• Steel buildings 
• Insurance work welcome 
• Painting 
• Fork lift rental  
• High lift (40’) 

Septic Systems 
  • New systems 

  • Repairs 
  • Locating • Pumping 
  • Sewer line replacement 
  • Diagnostic 
  • Dump truck hauling 
  • Backhoe service 
Full Property Clean-up 

 

407 Ponderosa Dr., Lake Almanor, CA 
www.greglopezconstruction.com 

36 Years Experience in the Lake Almanor Area 
Lic. #525368 • Lic. #A9729(530) 596-4111 • CELL 530.816.2222

• Site Preparation  
• Stump Removal  
• Tree Removal 
• Excavation  
• Septic Systems  
• Utilities 

 
 

  Insured • Call for Quote 
Licensed Timber Operator LIC # A9729 

  

• Hazard Tree Removal 
• Tree Climbing and Topping

FREE 
ESTIMATES

24 Hour Service Available • All Work Guaranteed • Free Estimates 
License #525368 

407 Ponderosa Dr., Lake Almanor •  530.596.4111 • greglopezconstruction.com

• septic tanks 
• leach fields 
• new/repaired tank work 
• location pumping available 
• excavation available 
• designs for 
     new systems 
• pump diagnostics 
• locating 
• backhoe service

News from the Lake Almanor Basin



It is the Lake Almanor community’s position under its Motion to Intervene that
FERC should not require any releasees of cold water from Lake Almanor
beyond the minimum flows provided for under a “Settlement Agreement”
signed by the majority of the parties to the 2105 re-licensing on April 22, 2004.
The cold-water releases requested by the SWRCB under its waived WQC are
higher than those agreed-to under the Settlement Agreement. In addition,
should the Deputy Director of the SWRCB determine at any time during the
new license term (expected to be 40 to 50 years) that the cold-water flows are
insufficient, the SWRCB could direct PG&E to provide additional flows, install
thermal curtains, or require other temperature control measures.

The organizations that have banded together to defend Lake Almanor and can
stage legal objections to conditions imposed by FERC under the 2105 License
are: LACC, Lake Almanor Chamber of Commerce, Lake Almanor Community
Foundation, Feather River Tourism Association, The Almanor Foundation, West
Almanor Community Club, Almanor Fishing Association, Save Lake Almanor,
Lake Almanor Watershed Group and the Foxwood Community.

A “Save Lake Almanor” task force has been created to keep the local
community informed of developments and manage responses to FERC’s
upcoming decisions in the 2105 relicensing. In addition, a legal fund to defend

Lake Almanor has been created by Save Lake Almanor, a not-for-profit 401c3
organization. Fundraising has not yet begun but may be implemented pending
decisions by FERC. Please contact Wendi Durkin at 530.228.2683 for more
information.

By Jeffrey Janus
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News from the Lake Almanor Basin
PROJECT 2105,  from Page 15
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Recreation & Activities

Getting shown the how-tos of fishing

Kids Fish program on the docks of Rec 1

Fishing Lessons (and fun)
for Kids at LACC Rec 1
Quite a few kids learned the “art” of fishing from members of the Almanor Fishing Association through the LACC
Recreation Department at Rec 1 this summer. This is a great program and AFA plans on continuing these lessons
next season. Thanks to all the volunteers from AFA who made it a fun and exciting day for the children
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ANTIQUES
VINTAGE

RE-STYLED
LOCALLY HANDMADE

RUSTIC
MOMENTOS & GIFTS

DIY CLASSES
& PRODUCTS

ICE CREAM & ESPRESSO

HOME DECOR
& FURNITURE

530-280-0767
220 Main Street, Chester, CA

Recreation & Activities

LACC Sports Center
The Sports Center had a lot of activity this season from fishing to cardio-dance
classes to Tai-Chi for members of LACC.
See some of the members in action!

Courtesy Cardio-Dance by Almanor Fitness Rec I 

Tai chi by Almanor Fitness at Rec 1

Tennis for even tykes

LACC SPORTS CENTER
FINAL MONTH 
OF THE SEASON
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530-258-9566 • 741 Main St., Chester
P.O. Box 553, Chester, CA 96020

Lic. #911600 • LCO 6327

SALES • SERVICE
INSTALLATION

Recreation & Activities

CLUBHOUSE COMMITTEE
ANNOUNCES

UPDATED EVENTS

09-10-22 Western Denim & Diamonds Dinner/Dance

10-01-22 Golf Cart Scavenger Hunt

10-29-22 Halloween Dinner/Dance

MUSIC ON THE PATIO

September 1st & 2nd - 5:00 pm 
Dave May with Matt Felix

All events are subject to changes or cancellations!

Decades of Dancin’
Taking to the dance floor, with tunes from Gilley, the Decades dance
hosted 40+ guests at LACC wearing their favorite era with appropriate
attire from bell-bottoms to hippie beads to paisley, and danced the night
away.

Decade Dancers

Gilley Spinning the tunes
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Lake Almanor
Walk-in Clinic

Walk-insWelcome or Call
530.258.2826
199 Reynolds Rd.,

Chester

Hospital
24 Hour Emergency Services

530-258-2151
130 Brentwood Dr.,

Chester

Recreation & Activities

Recreation committee is looking for new committee members. If you
would like to join our team please let us know. There are opportunities for
event group leaders, such as kayaking, hiking and biking. Additionally, if
you would like to work with us to develop ideas and plans for new
amenities at Rec 3, please join our team. We are currently working an a
plan to be submitted in the 2023 budget for a professional style cornhole
court.

DISC GOLF
Yes, the course is fully functional and open for play at Rec 3. It is a 9-hole
course amongst the shade of the trees. Access on Golf Club Road near the
maintenance yard and the upper tennis courts.

Player feedback has been great; we are so excited to bring a well groomed
challenging course to our community for all ages to enjoy. Two practice
baskets are also set up, one near the start of the course for putting
practice and one near the end of the course for fairway shots.

A set of three discs are available at the sports center, free of charge. There
is a driver disc, a fairway disc and a putting disc. Go out and enjoy our new
amenity!

Please contact us at: Recreaction@LACCHOA.com

Thank you,
Sandy Bader, Rec Chair
530-375-0800

Disc Golf Course sign

9-Hole course for disc golf

Recreation Committee
Seeks Members



The LACC Women’s Golf Club  is open to all women in the Almanor
basin.  Whether you are a seasoned golfer, just want to brush up or are
ready to take up the game of golf, we invite you to check us out.  Fall  is
the perfect time to join/renew your membership for the 2023 season..
We offer an opportunity to play 9 or 18 holes every Tuesday morning
from May through September and participate in the social events we
hold throughout the summer.

TIME FLIES WHEN YOU ARE HAVING FUN and we sure did.  It’s hard to
believe we are already winding down for the summer.   Once again we will all
be going our separate ways complete with new memories, experiences, a
joyful heart and new friends to visit with.

Our August 9th our Giggle Golf Tournament (postponed for 2 years) came off
without a hitch.  If you stopped by the Clubhouse, you saw the comical ways
we advertised our GG tournament--including one (a practice green) in a most
unusual location.  Our event started off with a group photo, some very
creative putting opportunities, breakfast treats and Giggle Juice to get us all
primed to play golf.  The GG committee did an amazing job of organizing this
complex event, decorating, shopping, creating a unique  score card and game,

working thru a lot of detail to make this a fun-
filled time for all with many unexpected surprises,
a delicious lunch and some very nice prizes.

On September 26th, following golf, we gathered at
Rec 1 for our club meeting and end-of-season
barbecue.  Our 2023 Club Officers were inducted
and we and gave special thanks to those stepping
down. Attendees brought salads and desserts for
all to share while our menfolk were kind enough
to barbecue and bartend for us.  It was a beautiful
way to spend the afternoon.  

Our LACCWCG 2023 Officers are:  Susan Collins - President, Judy Haynes - Vice
President, Suzanne Hajnik - Secretary, Marilyn Cohen - Treasurer.  

September is the perfect time to join us as we renew our NCGA membership
and collect club dues.  It’s also a perfect time to play golf in an unhurried
atmosphere with incredible weather on our beautiful course.   Hope to see
you all out there.

For more information, please contact our Membership Chairwoman Laurie
Mirch at lmirch@gmail.com or (650) 451-2464.

By Betsy Wolfe
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You’ve got

Leave the rest to us.
BIG PLANS.

Remodels • New Construction
Replace Existing Deck - or Build a New One

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels and much more!

Phone: 530-258-4810 • Cell: 530-260-3161
or drop us an email: olahconstruction@gmail.com and visit us online at www.olahconstruction.com

CA Lic. #825912
Class B & C33

Recreation & Activities

Women’s LACC Golf



Purple Oak Beauty
Makayla Schlobohm
Owner/Esthetician & Lash Artist

530-375-0797
purple_oak_beauty_byms

Licence #10214395
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Recreation & Activities

With Labor Day over, the weather will be
cooling off and summer residents will be
heading home. It has been the best
summer for pickleball here at LACC. We
have welcomed many, many new players
to the sport. Our courts are full with
players waiting — EVERY week. We look for continued growth in the
summers to come. 

Our mid-summer “Social” at Waganupa Brewing was a huge success with
over 50 pickleball friends in attendance. The appetizers brought by all were
delicious and plentiful. The beer was refreshing, and we all enjoyed trying
the many varieties. It’s safe to say this will be on our Pickleball calendar
again next summer.

Our “End of Summer” celebration will be a BBQ Wednesday September
14th. Pickleball play from 2:00 to 4:00pm followed by a BBQ 4:00 to
6:30pm. Briquettes will be provided and ready to cook.  Please bring meat
of choice, one item to share, beverage and personal table setting. Item to
share can be a salad, side dish or dessert.  RSVP to: Linda or Teri, and we
will also have a sign-up sheet at Pickleball.

Thanks again to all who have made PICKLEBALL the FASTEST and MOST
FUN Sport at LACC. Next summer, plans will include a Pickleball
tournament, Round Robin play again, and a Challenge Court.  Join us and
meet the LACC Friends of Pickleball group. 

Co-Chairs,

Linda Rawson                              Teri Blatter
L.rawson@sbcglobal.net Terirda@gmail.com

PB Committee Members: Harry Blatter, Ron Norman, Joe Rawson

Pickleball
Celebrates 
End of Summer

Good eats at
Pickleball Social

LACC Pickleball Social

LACC 
Pickleball 

Social 
August 11th 

at Waganupa
Brewing
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Recreation & Activities

LACC Men’s 9-Hole Golf Club
Congratulations to the winners of the 2022 LACC
Men’s 9-Hole Golf Club Tournament on August 18, our
first since Covid-19 and the Dixie Fire forced
cancellations in the past two years. Though rain
threatened, it didn’t fall, but the putts certainly did.

Major honors for the day went to the team of Dale
Kiriaze, Vince Frantz, Lyle James, and Gregg Thaden.
They turned in the lowest score—a 35—edging out
three other teams that tied for second with identical 38s. The winners divided
$100 in prize money. 

Other winners included Dennis George, who hit his tee shot closest to the pin
on the 8th hole, and hit another tee shot to within four-and-a-half inches of
the center line drawn on the 5th fairway. That may be the all-time record.
Vince Fratz’s second shot came closest to the pin on the 200-yard, par-three
fourth hole. The team of Kiriaze, Frantz, James, and Thaden finished the day
with only ten putts and were awarded $100 contributed for the tournament
by Sharlyne Anderson in memory of her husband, Ralph, a long-time member
of the club who passed away in 2014.

The evening of the tournament, participants and their spouses gathered at
Rec I for an Awards Dinner of tri-tip and chicken, cooked expertly for them by
Ray Davis. Thanks to all for a great day!

The Men’s 9-Hole Golf Club offers a low-pressure golfing experience for LACC
members. To join the fun, contact Ted Miller at tjmiller501@gmail.com.



TENNIS
ANYONE?
Any changes in the 2022 tennis list should be
e-mailed to Janiska Nordstrom at
RecDirector@lacchoa.com. New tennis lists
were available in June of 2022.

Health and Fitness from USTA.com:

Brain Health
Q: Does the open skill (dynamic, unpredictable and externally-paced) sport of
tennis have advantages over closed skill sports (static, predictable, and self-
paced) for brain development?
A: Yes!!! There are few, if any, sports as complex and fully engaging for the
whole human being as tennis. Managing our inner selves (Breathe deeply!
Regulate emotions!) while simultaneously responding to incoming stimuli
(Bad bounce! Adapt now!) is as thorough a mind-body workout as you’ll find.
Neuroscience reveals that the healthiest, most efficient and creative brains
are marked by healthy cross-talk between the neural structures focused on
our inner and outer worlds. Tennis builds healthy brains.

https://www.usta.com/en/home/improve/tennis-health---
fitness/national/how-tennis-protects-and-supports-mental--emotional-and-
physical-.html

Summer Hours:

Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM.

You may buy your tennis passes — Sports Center
is open again, and you may play for free after 1:30
PM.

Free teen tennis ages 12-18 from 9:30 AM to
11:00 AM. 

Daily member/family passes for 1.5 hours $5.00
each.

Tennis annual passes for 1 member $100.00.

Tennis annual passes for 2 members $180.00 and $20.00 for each individual
child under 21.

Dual pickleball/tennis annual passes for 1 member $150.00. 

Dual pickleball/tennis annual member passes for 2 members $200.00. 

Tennis committee meetings TBA. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact the tennis chair, Jill
James, at four410s@hotmail.com
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Recreation & Activities

Sunday 7:00am to 8:00pm
Monday - Saturday 7:00am to 9:00pm

Clifford Gate 
New Fall Hours

PLEASE
DO NOT

FEED
WILDLIFE
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Recreation & Activities

L A K E  A L M A N O R
B R O K E R S

We are thrilled to announce the magnificent partnership of 
Lake Almanor Brokers and Chase International Real Estate. 

THE LEADER IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE    |     CHASEINTERNATIONAL.COM

Two Legendary Leaders 

One Powerful Partnership

Chase International Lake Almanor Brokers is a full-service real estate 
company serving the entire Lake Almanor basin, and beyond.

L A K E  A L M A N O R
B R O K E R S
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Blue

Green
more yel-

Corona Gold

DAVIS
CONSTRUCTION
www.tdavisbuilders.com
call or text 1-530-650-5599
COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL

Additions • Kitchen and Bathroom Remodels
Decks • All Phases of Construction

Concrete Foundations and Finish Work
• AND MORE!

30 years experience • Insured and bonded
General Contractor • Resident of LACC

CA License #750477

Recreation & Activities

Rev. Todd DuBord
Former Chaplain for

Chuck Norris

Sunday Services 8:30 & 10:30
Services are also LIVE streamed on MtLassenCommunityChurch.org

530.258.3005 • 200 Main Street • Chester
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Howard Construction is a locally owned and
operated full service construction company. Owner
Kyle Howard has been in the construction field since
1978, building custom homes and other structures in
the Lake Almanor Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection. We take pride in
professionalism, quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

530.258.3541,
Office
530.258.1601, Cell
kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

New Homes • Remodel
Decks • Porches • Carports

Garages • Roofing
Plumbing • Electrical

Painting • Concrete Work
EPA Certified in Renovations 

and Repair
Testing • Evaluation

Documentation • Removal

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com 
Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727


