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Board Adopts Budget for 2021
The Board of Directors, at their October meeting, adopted the budget for the
community for 2021 including the annual homeowner dues and fee
schedule for next year. This concludes a five-month long process of work
done by staff, the Board, the Finance Committee and members. The
budget will go into effect January 1, 2021.

those things that do increase.

One of the big news items with this budget is the fact that annual
homeowner dues will remain the same for 2021; at $1,695. This was a goal
that the Finance Committee asked that we strive toward; especially in a
year where many members may have been impacted by the coronavirus.
While not easy, it was a goal we were eventually able to achieve.

On the revenue side of the budget, we are anticipating a $65,000 increase
over 2020. The largest portion of this is an increase in the golf operation.
Our new golf professional, Bob Haney, helped us achieve a strong year in
2020 despite multiple limitations which were placed on the operation. This
should set us up for a solid year in 2021. The other major revenue
difference is that we are using some of last year’s surplus (roughly $37,000)
to actually balance the budget. As we have had strong results the last two
years, the Board wanted to give some of this money back to community
members.

The budget represents our best estimate of revenue and expenses for the
next year. Especially in these uncertain times, there will be increases and
decreases to both revenue and expenses. One of the things I have
implemented since my arrival is the approach that we don’t just spend
money because it is budgeted. If we can save on items or not purchase
items to come in under budget, we do it. Some have criticized this
approach as poor budgeting. Recognizing that we deal with many
unplanned or foreseen items throughout a normal year, I consider this good
financial stewardship.

On the capital side, we were able to budget an increase in our contribution
to the reserve fund; which will be $875,000 for 2021 (a $30,000 increase).
Roadwork is, by far, the majority of our capital spending for 2021 as we
anticipate doing another portion of our roads ($600,000). During the offseason, we will be working to identify a new paving company to deal with
going forward. There is also $40,000 for ditch/drainage work. Another
$83,200 is set aside for smaller replacement items in several departments.
New capital items will be very modest in 2021 with only $15,500 making the
cut.

There are many changes between the 2021 and 2020 budget. Chief among
these is payroll and property insurance. The minimum wage in California
will again increase by $1.00 effective January 1. Given the number of
seasonal and part-time people we employ, this has a major impact on our
budget. We also needed to absorb an $80,000 increase in our property
insurance, as we had to scramble last year just to find a company who
would offer us insurance at any price.

There are still several unresolved items/projects that the Board will address
separately from the budget. This includes the possibility of additional
pickleball courts, pickleball and tennis fees and an improved restaurant
operation.
A complete copy of the approved budget will be posted on the website
shortly. There is a hard copy in the office if members would like to go
through it. I am also happy to answer questions if there are any.

Once again, our department managers did a very good job looking at how
to control costs. Many costs stay relatively constant but managers are
always looking for ways to make improvements and save money to offset

SEE BUDGET, Page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Ed Organ

When you read this, I hope fire season is over and we are
back into the wet season. It has just been a terrible fire
season for all of California this year.
The Firewise committee scheduled a Voluntary Emergency Evacuation
Practice Drill for early November. The goal was to exit from your home
within 15 minutes. You should have had a checklist and Go Bag.
The Firewise committee has been very busy educating our members in fire
safety. They held a Town Hall meeting in late Oct to make our members
aware of fire evacuation routes in our area and other wild fire safety items.
Emergency personnel involved in the Emergency Evacuation drill were the
PC Sheriff, Cal Fire, Peninsula Fire, LACC, CHP. The evacuation route was
via Peninsula Drive to A13 then left on A13 across SR 36 and into the Snow
Mobile parking area. This should give those of us that took part in this drill
a look at what could happen if a real Wild Fire hits the peninsula.

The committee is also developing a procedure for the disposition of said
equipment. The goal is to maximize disposition value. All other things being
equal, LACC members should be given first priority to purchase this
equipment when disposed. Use of the Nabr Network will facilitate the
priority.
During this year’s Budget process, the purchasing of several new Reserve
items was put on hold due to recommendations of this new committee. The
total cost savings identified thus fare by this new committee is just over
$550,000.
This committee will be a real asset to our Association.

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
By Scott Devereaux, CMCA, AMS, PCAM

I want everyone to know we have set up a new committee. It is the
Equipment/Maintenance Committee.
The committee’s charter is to assist the appropriate LACC departments with
the selection, disposition, cost, and maintenance of all motorized equipment
used by the various departments including but not limited to all vehicles,
mowers, graders, dump trucks, generators, tractors, snow removal
equipment, pumps, compressors and heating/air conditioning units.
The Committee currently consists of 4 members. The members have
experience in the operation, use, and maintenance of equipment similar in
size, use, and complexity to our department’s equipment.
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The end of the year is finally approaching (and what a year
it has been). Temperatures are beginning to drop and more
members are getting ready to depart to warmer climates. Us hardy folk will
keep things in order until you return next year.
Covid-19 – Our county recently was upgraded to “yellow” status which has
allowed us to open the bar and Clubhouse for limited use. Masks and social
distancing are still required and we are not allowed to have traditional “pot
lucks” but at least some interaction with other members is now allowed. It is
unclear how our operation will be affected by this matter going into 2021. I think
it is safe to say that we may not go back to complete “normal”. Having said
that, it is time to begin to focus on things we can do and offer; even if they are
different from what we have done in the past. To that end, I hope to get the
Clubhouse Committee back up and running to discuss what types of activities
we might be able to host this off-season.
Restaurant – This was a “lost” year for our F&B operation. We started, then we
stopped (only to start and stop again). We focused more on take-out service
(our one bright spot). We had staffing issues. All of this leads us into the offseason. Between now and next spring, the Board and I will be working to
develop what we hope will be an improved business model for the restaurant
going forward. Multiple options will be explored but everything will be focused
on what we can do well, be consistent, provide something that members want
to come to and be financially responsible in the process. One of the things we
must keep in mind; we can’t be all things to all people as we simply do not have
the population base to work with. I believe, however, that we can find an
approach that will have broad community appeal.
GM Coffees – I have really missed these this year and have missed learning
and discussing the issues that are important to you. After having a successful
town hall meeting in the clubhouse, with social distancing, I will look into
starting up this program again in the near future.

Published by Feather Publishing Co., Inc.
P.O Box B, Quincy, CA 95971 • (530) 283-0800 • FAX: (530) 283-3952
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To advertise in this newsletter, contact the Chester Progessive:
Box 557, Chester, CA 96122 • (530) 258-3115

In closing, while this has been a difficult year, we are still all part of a
community that is special. Some members actually used their property more
this year which is great. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve you and look
forward to better years to come.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear LACC Board of Directors
This is in response to your most recent note in Neighbor Network to our LACC members. The
“miscommunication” you refer to was clearly NOT a miscommunication but an unfortunate
situation that did occur and that you are not admitting to. You are correct in saying that we are
very lucky to have Scott as our General Manager. You are also correct in saying that sending
“misinformation” is not beneficial to the members, so why is it OK for you to do exactly that.
This year has presented way too many challenges that Scott has handled professionally and with
the members’ best interest. He is committed to LACC and has always done what’s best for our
community.
It would be in your best interest to be honest with what transpired regarding Scott, As we would
assume you all know, the truth travels fast around here. Hopefully you have an agenda that
clearly includes what and how you will work with LACC members and be honest about it.
Nancy Foote
Jane Hilliard

RUMOR MILL IS CHURNING
For the most part rumors are passed along not to resolve problems but to spread speculations
and conjecture. In many cases rumors can create an environment of negative information. This is
happening in our community.
Lately there is a plethora of rumors about the GM, the Board of Directors and Committees. This
is not helpful to the membership of LACC.
I suggest that the members take time to determine the truth by going to the person or entity the
rumor is about, to ask them about the issue. In other words go to the source and verify the truth.
NO HEARSAY ALLOWED!
Let's instead look for ways to celebrate the people who contribute positively by their words and
actions. Volunteers who take personal responsibility and others who work collaboratively; they get
things done
.
And remember what your mother always said: If you can't say anything nice, then don't say
anything at all.
Terry Ortez

New Homes • Remodels • Repaints (interior and exterior)
Decks Painted or Stained • Dry Rot Repair
Drywall Repair and Retexturing

BUDGET, from Page 1
A summary of the budget will be mailed as part of the annual disclosure
which will be mailed along with your annual homeowner dues invoice which
is mailed around Thanksgiving. As in the past, annual homeowner dues are
due January 1, 2021 and are considered delinquent January 15, 2021. It is
very helpful in controlling costs if annual dues are received on time.
Also, as we have offered in the past, members may request a four-month
payment plan. Payments are due January 1, February 1, March 1 and April
1. The first three payments are $425 with the final payment being the
balance on the account. Members who take advantage of this program will
still incur finance charges but avoid the 10% late fee (as long as each
payment is received on time).

Now Booking
Interior
Repaints for
Protect
your
this
Upcoming Winter
Season!
investment
today
!!
Call for your free estimate

530 258-4810
or drop us an email: olahconstruction@gmail.com
www.olahconstruction.com
A division of Olah Construction

Fully Insured

CA LIC# 825912 Class B & C-33
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Log & Lodge

Furniture

FREE
Delivery
on
purchases
over $500

WE ARE YOUR
SOURCE
100s of pieces in stock!

We
are open!
MON-SAT 9-5

zaengles.com
530.257.7788
2800 Main St.,
Susanville

Estate Planning – Probate – Wills & Trusts

The Law Offices of Leverenz & Finn
515 Wall Street, Chico, CA 95928
(530) 332-8174
sfinnesq@gmail.com
Serving clients in the Lake Almanor area

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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You’ve got

BIG PLANS.
Leave the rest to us.

Remodels • New Construction
Replace Existing Deck - or Build a New One
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels and much more!
CA Lic. #825912
Class B & C33

Phone: 530-258-4810 • Cell: 530-260-3161
or drop us an email: olahconstruction@gmail.com and visit us online at www.olahconstruction.com
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Peninsula Fire District
by Gary Pini, Fire Chief
With Fall here and Winter just right around the corner, it is a
good time to get your chimney/woodstove pipe cleaned. This
will help prevent “flue fires”. As wood burns and the byproducts pass up the chimney/woodstove pipe, a layer of
flammable material, called creosote, is deposited onto the
inside of the chimney’s pipe. If this material is not cleaned
out of the chimney, a potential exit for it to catch fire — this
is what we call a “flue fire”. A flue fire can very easily spread
into the attic of a home causing, a structure fire. The simple act of having your flue cleaned
will minimize the chances of this occurring. If your house has propane furnace/heater, you
should have the furnace/heater, cleaned and inspected by a trained service technician.
This will help with propane efficiency and reduce any possible hazards.
It is recommended that smoke detectors be installed in all living spaces of your home.
Battery-operated smoke detectors should be cleaned and the battery changed at least
twice a year. A handy way to keep up on this chore is simply to clean the detector and
change the battery each time the time changes in the fall and spring. At the same time you
clean and replace your batteries in your smoke detector, you should also be inspecting
your fire extinguisher. Every home should have at least one ABC fire extinguisher. ABC
rated fire extinguishers are able to work on trash, wood, paper, liquids, grease and
electrical equipment. To inspect the extinguisher, make sure no parts are missing from the
extinguisher and that the gauge pressure is in the operable range. Some extinguishers
only have a green pop-up pin. Make sure the green pop-up pin is up.
If you ever need assistance with installing new batteries in your smoke detectors or
would like us to inspect your fire extinguisher please feel free to call the fire station at
530-259-2306.

Lassen & Plumas Counties’

MATTRESS SOURCE
Over 400
Mattresses
in Stock!
FREE
DELIVERY,
FREE SETUP,
FREE HAUL
AWAY!

We
are open!
MON-SAT 9-5

zaengles.com
530.257.7788
2800 Main St.,
Susanville

LACF - Amazon Smile
If you shop on Amazon, please consider making donations via AmazonSmile to the Lake Almanor
Community Foundation (LACF). If you're already shopping on Amazon, please go to the link
www.smile.amazon.com. After you select LACF, the donations will be made at no extra cost to you.
AmazonSmile is a program that donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a
charity of your choice. This is a great way to generate additional income for our foundation's
charitable giving.
Every little bit helps our local Almanor Basin Community, so please consider AmazonSmile when
shopping on Amazon.
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2021 LACC
DUES
ASSESSMENT
$1,695.00
DUE:
January 1, 2021
DELINQUENT
after:
January 15, 2021
10% late fee

RBS
Masonry &
Custom Tile
BRICK • BLOCK • STONE
TILE & PAVERS

Richard Scrogin

Randy Gutman

Lic. #808651

Lic. #586309

— Serving Plumas and Lassen Counties —

RBS.Masonry@frontiernet.net

(530) 713-1074

Almanor

Tree
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Removal

(530) 258-3007
Complete
Expert Service

Specializing in Close-Quarter
and Hazardous Tree Removal

• Climbing
• View Clearing
• Timber
Purchasing
• Masticating
• Fire Prevention
• Chipping

• Self-Loader
Log Truck
• Dumptruck
• Bobcat
• Snow Removal
and Much More
Licensed Timber Operator #A-8750 - Full Liability Insurance • Workers Comp
Corey VanMeter, owner/operator - Over 25 Years Experience

Ayoob’s Intermountain Hardware
B&B Booksellers
Coffee Station
Dare To Be Dazzled
Gather Home
Koninkrijk Koffiehuis
Lassen Gift Company
Mountain Custom Framing
Rusty Chandelier
Saint Andrews Academy
The Giggling Crow
The Little Shoppe of Nails
Wallick Designs

NOV/DEC 2020-JAN 2021

Plumas County Supervisor Sherrie Thrall: email sherrie.thrall@gmail.com
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FRIENDS OF PICKLEBALL
We are preparing to leave the lake for the winter months.
Many of our Pickleball players have already left for warmer
weather, so the courts are lonely looking. It has been a
wonderful summer with an equally wonderful group of
players. We have welcomed many new members and
made new friends. Next summer promises to be bigger
and better than ever. I am working on our 2021 Pickleball
Roster, so it is important to forward to me contact information.
Once again, I can’t emphasize how important it is that the BOD approve our
request for more Pickleball courts. The NEED is there! We have requested that
the present unused tennis court four be approved for four new Pickleball courts.
We have contacted Saviano Construction (they did the present Pickleball courts
in 2018) for an estimate. Their estimate is between $17,000-$20,000. This is
the only option that makes sense financially. We have been assured there is
money available for the project. The only thing left is Board of Directors
approval, and then we can start construction May 2021 and be ready to play in
June. We are requesting that Pickleball be placed on the agenda for a
RESOLUTION in November. At that time, the $20,000 should be set aside for
the project.

As per our request, PICKLEBALL, will be on the November 21, 2020 agenda.
We have asked that tennis court four be approved for four new PICKLEBALL
courts at the cost of $17,000-$20,000. We should have a RESOLUTION that
day and the money set aside for the project. The new courts will be ready for
play by June!
Have a safe and healthy winter. See you on the PICKLEBALL courts after
Memorial Day.
Co-Chairs:
Linda Rawson
l.rawson@sbcglobal.net
Teri Blatter
terida@gmail.com

Pickleball Committee Members:
Harry Blatter
Ron Norman
Joe Rawson

We look forward to another year of PICKLEBALL growth here at LACC. It is
definitely one of our top amenities. Thanks to all our supporters who continue
to support the “FASTEST’ growing sport. Actually, the phrase used recently
was…PICKLEBALL IS GROWING IN LEAPS AND BOUNDS here at LACC.
Thank you to the BOD for approving the PICKLEBALL & TENNIS FEES FOR
2021.

No Excuse to Carry the Pandemic Pounds!
Lake Almanor Fitness Open Under New Ownership
Lake Almanor Fitness has reopened under new owner,
Kelly O’Brien, a fitness and health professional and
enthusiast who is looking forward to seeing former and
new members come through the door.

• Expert tree climbing
• Hazardous tree removal
• Bobcat service
• Trimming
• Tree falling
• Full cleanup available
• Fully insured
• Worker’s Comp
• Free estimates
Serving all of Plumas County
since 2007!

816-0579

O’Brien has an impressive background being in the fitness
industry for 34 years and in her first Physical (Body
Building) Competition (and winning!) in 1981. Along with
her years of competition and gym ownership, Kelly is a
physical therapist aide and is trained as a Weight
Management Consultant. She is also certified in Zumba, Yoga, Personal Training and Group Exercise.
Though she continues to compete in what is called Figure Competition her heart and passion is into
making the community of the Lake Almanor Basin fit and healthy.
Kelly has an affinity for small towns, also owning a gym in Weaverville. Quaint, small communities
such as Chester appeal to her since the small population allows her to be more personally involved in
each member’s fitness goals.
To start you off right, whether a gym rat or a newbie, Kelly offers each member a courtesy fitness
evaluation/assessment and then designs a 12-week program based on the results and goals. After
doing the program consistently for two-weeks, Kelly reviews and makes any necessary modifications
or adjustments to ensure goals will be met. Exercise classes are also offered to include: HITT & Burn
Bootcamp, Zumba, Spinning, Cardio Dance, Fit & IN Shape Circuit, Tai Chi and Gentle Yoga.
Depending on the response to these classes by the community, i.e. time and how well attended, she
will review types of classes and schedule in order to meet the needs of the community. All classes are
free the first time you attend.
Kelly welcomes anyone interested in getting fit (and fabulous), losing the Pandemic Pounds or
avoiding the holiday weight gain. For more information on facility, class descriptions/schedule,
memberships and Kelly and her staff, please visit www.lakealmanorfitness.com,
email lakealmanorfitness@gmail.com or call Kelly at 530-258-3900.
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The time to list your property could be now!
Contact your listing and sales leader in the Lake Almanor Basin today!
One of the
few west
facing
Lassen
View Drive
area
homes with
wonderful
access.
Just steps away from the custom dock and two
buoys. Lounge on the huge oversized deck and
enjoy the panoramic lake and Mt. Lassen views.
Patio downstairs offer extra seating areas and
plenty of space to store the water toys. Home
offers refurbished kitchen including newer
appliances, granite and butcher block counter tops
to accent the custom cabinets.
MLS 20201168 ...................................$1,600,000

Tastefully
remodeled
cabin with
lake views!!
All new vinyl
flooring
throughout,
hot water
heater, smart
lock front
door, and all
new windows as well as two slider doors out to the
deck. This cozy home sits on a level lot, providing
plenty of room for parking and all your toys. Enjoy a
beautiful evening sunset with family and friends on
the beautiful redwood deck. Don't miss out on this
one of a kind property!
MLS 20200953......................................$525,000

Pack
the
Pe
family
and the
toys...!!
This
one is
ready for summer or winter fun. Equipped with a
wood paneled indoor basketball court. big enough
for a great 2 on 2 match or just practice the free
throws. Huge upstairs game room with all the toys.
Home includes many fine finishes. Knotty pine
floors and cabinets, surround sound, accent
lighting, and a river rock hearth surrounding the
warm and cozy woodstove. Spacious kitchen with
great storage and an oversized pantry. Extra deep
garage would easily accommodate two cars and all
the toys. MLS 20200712 .......................$650,000

Spacious
g
Lake
ndin
e
Pe
P
Almanor
County
Club
home is
centrally
Nestled in the Lake Almanor Country Club this
spacious 3 bedroom 3 bathroom home with vaulted located
between
ceilings and open floor plan will provide plenty of
Rec 1 and Rec 2. With three bedrooms, two and a
memories for years to come. Enjoy the great
half baths, this home has an open floor plan
outdoors on the large front deck. Entertain friends
offering a large kitchen and great room big enough
and family at the breakfast bar. Easily prep meals
for the whole gang. Great room has a wood stove
in the open kitchen featuring plenty of counter
space for all your cooking needs. Large bedrooms for those chilly nights. (Home also has propane
provide plenty of space to stretch out and with two central heat) One bedroom has built in bookcases
separate garages and carport you will have plenty and the other two bedrooms have sliding doors
leading out to the roomy back deck.
of space for all your boats, cars, and toys.
MLS 20200606.......................................$395,000
MLS 20200545.......................................$425,000

g
ndin

The pride of ownership of superb in this beautifully
updated golf course home. New flooring
throughout, a wet bar for extra entertaining, and a
half bath conversion to a full bath are just a few of
the new updates. In the kitchen you will find custom
cabinetry, granite counter ups and beautiful
appliances. Each of the 3 bedrooms in this home
has its own full bath. The spacious master suite has
great views of the well manicured yard, and a large
relaxing bathroom completed with a sunken jetted
tub. MLS 20200934................................$729,000

g
ndin

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

452 Peninsula Drive
at the Peninsula Gate
Phone: (530) 596-3303
Fax (530) 596-3330

119 Main Street, Chester
• Real Estate Sales
Phone: (530) 258-3303
• Vacation Rentals
• Free market evaluation
Fax (530) 258-4873
• Experienced friendly sales team

lakealmanorbrokers@yahoo.com • DRE License #01948890
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“Pride, Quality, and Customer Satisfaction.”

Text IMPROVE to 72727

CARPET • VINYL • HARDWOOD
HUNTER DOUGLAS
WINDOW COVERINGS

604 MAIN ST., CHESTER • 530.258.2893
Tom & Doria Hupp, Owners • M-F 9-5, Sat 10-2 • Lic. #649902
Email: tahdah@frontiernet.net

Rev. Todd DuBord
Former Chaplain for
Chuck Norris

Sunday Services 8:30 & 10:30
Services are also LIVE streamed on MtLassenCommunityChurch.org
530.258.3005 • 200 Main Street • Chester

Page 18
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,
You Name It
We Do It!
“One guy … and a handy chick”

Vacation Home/ Rental Caretaking Services • House Opening & Closing
Home Maintenance & Repair • Remodeling • Electrical/ Plumbing
Boat & Watercraft Launching • Custom Furniture & Woodworking

Rick & Jody Schlobohm
(530) 375-7590

Need to Sell?
I get results!

NOV/DEC 2020-JAN 2021
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GENERATORS
Your local factory-trained Generac
Service/Retailer/Installer

• Locally Owned and Operated
• Affordable Electrical Service
• Installation
• Repair and Service
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional

CALL US

before your power goes out!

Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once a year. Let Universal Electric
be the one to guarantee your generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

We also offer solar!
530.816.0685 • Chester/Lake Almanor • CA LIC #840585
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HOME DECOR
& FURNITURE
ANTIQUES
VINTAGE
RE-STYLED
LOCALLY HANDMADE
RUSTIC
MOMENTOS
GIFTS
DIY CLASSES
& PRODUCTS

530-375-7300

Lake Front
Insurance
Solutions
HOME

AUTO

BOAT

BUSINESS

LIFE

CA License # 6002185

John Sibthorp
Serving Chester, Lake Almanor and
surrounding communities

Cell: 661-428-2316
John@jtiinsurance.com
www.lakefrontins.com
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TENNIS
ANYONE?
By Vince Frantz
Any changes in the 2020-2021 tennis
list should be e-mailed to Janiska
Nordstrom at
sportscenter@lacchoa.com New tennis
lists will be are available at the Sports
Center in the spring of 2021.
Although fall is upon us, the weather is holding out for tennis, and the courts are still open until
our first heavy snow. If you did not buy a season pass, you may purchase a 1½ hour pass for
$3.00 a person and a $5.00 refundable key deposit from the Clifford Gate.
It's never too early to get in shape while having fun. See some of the benefits below.
USTA’s online articles give some helpful guidelines for tennis and health and fitness:
“Participating in tennis comes with many health and fitness benefits. Playing competitively burns
more calories some other popular exercises, including aerobics. There are many physical
reasons to play tennis, and they help with fitness and improved health.
Focusing on nutrition and agility, tennis helps to prevent injury while maintaining higher energy
levels. The health benefits of tennis are plentiful, but you’ll also be developing a work ethic and
learning to compete one-on-one with ups and downs through each game.
Tennis is a game that helps you maintain a healthy lifestyle, and our tips from USTA show you
how to use tennis to your health advantage.”
https://www.usta.com/
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact the tennis chair, Vince Frantz, at
vincepfrantz@gmail.com

HILLSKEMPER ROOFING

SALES • SERVICE
INSTALLATION

LAKE ALMANOR
Over 25 years in the Almanor Basin

(530) 520-5266
Brian Hillskemper
CA Lic. #562508
LAROOF@sbcglobal.net
Custom Homes • Reroofing
Snow Removal • Free Estimates
Local References

Quality Isn’t Expensive … It’s Priceless!

530-258-9566 • 741 Main St., Chester
P.O. Box 553, Chester, CA 96020
Lic. #911600 • LCO 6327
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WATER QUALITY REPORTS,
CYANOBACTERIA AND
STROMATOLITES
What is over 2 billion years
old and believed to be the first
oxygen producers on our
earth? Cyanobacteria that’s
what. These are simple
singled celled organisms and
have the ability to
photosynthesize.
Cyanobacteria are very
common worldwide and
typically found in both fresh
and salt water. They often
form floating mats and are
found in quiet, stagnant,
nutrient rich waters. This is
why you may find the
organism mentioned in water quality reports as they are an indicator of elevated
levels of phosphates and nitrates.
Some cyanobacteria do produce toxins which can be harmful if ingested or the
animal (humans) has skin contact. Keep an eye out for warm, stagnant
backwaters and the presence of floating greenish colored mats. If seen avoid
water contact, this includes your pets.
So where do stromatolites come in? Very simply a stromatolite is fossilized
cyanobacterial mats that have settled to the bottom of those quite backwaters
and minerals have filled spaces. This process occurs over millions and millions of
years as with most fossils. The stromatolite pictured is believed to be about 750
to 800 million years old and was found in northeastern Arizona. Arizona was a
very different place (as was the earth generally) 800 million years ago.
You can see layer upon layer of the mats in the picture. The colonies grow, die
and become fossils many layers deep.
Hoping you enjoyed this bit of biology, geology and natural history.
Steve Fleming, Plumas County Museum Trustee
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The Origins of the Lake Almanor Country Club
From Local Historian - Tim Purdy
(www.tipurdy.org)
Entrance to the Lake Almanor
Country Club
During the late 1940s, the Red
River Lumber Company was in the
process of dissolution. They came
to the conclusion the shoreline
property they owned at Lake
Almanor would be better suited for
resort development and
subdivisions than the expensive task of reforestation. To make the decision was
a lot easier than to implement.
It was finally decided that they should sell to a developer rather than to
undertake it themselves. Harriett Walker Henderson and Theodore S. Walker
were designated by the family to sell the shoreline property at Lake Almanor,
consisting of some 2,500 acres. They succeeded in quick order. On June 9,
1950, the property was sold to Lake Almanor Development Company for
$160,000. The company was comprised of Seattle investors Warren Orr, Paul
Block and Edward Clifford. In 1953, witnessed the initial development on the
peninsula as the Lake Almanor Country Club.
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Nine months of uncertainty, fear and concern forced the Almanor Fishing Association, (AFA), to
cancel our youth fishing events, Veterans fishing events, collaboration with the Chester High School
fish rearing program and our annual picnic. 2020 has certainly impacted us all in a variety of ways. I
am proud to share that AFA volunteers have been busy preparing for the 2020/21 fish pen season.
Which by the way marks our 36th year of partnering with PG&E, California Fish & Wildlife, (CF&W),
and the Lake Almanor community to raise and release 50,000 rainbow trout into Lake Almanor.
AFA volunteers unloaded nine pallets of fish food, cleaned fish pens, prepped the transfer dock and
pontoon boat in preparation of our fish delivery which is scheduled for October 20th& 21st. This year’s
food cost a little over $11,000. Special thanks to Lake Haven Resort and Dave and Judith Finkbiener
for assisting with our food delivery and allowing us use of their ramp for transferring fish.
We continue to work with Feather River College, (FRC), and Hatchery Director Adam Fuller to raise
and release Browns into Almanor. The 20,000 Browns currently at FRC will be delivered to our pens
when they are of adequate size to survive. They are currently 3-5 inches in length and growing
quickly. The 50,000 CF&W rainbows will be a West Virginia strain, diploid (fertile), and are currently ten to the
pound, exactly the weight we want for transfer.
If you are a fishermen/woman you have witnessed firsthand the fruits of our labors in 2020. Lake Almanor has
produced some spectacular fish this year, numerous five plus pound rainbows and browns with a couple of doubledigit browns thrown in for good measure. The Hex Hatch was impressive and all species of fish are currently
feasting on a high protein diet of pond smelt in preparation of the upcoming winter.
If you would like to feed this winter or just want to check the pens out contact us at Almanorfishing@sbcglobal.net
Thank you, Scott, and LACC staff for your continued support of AFA.
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One of Our Newest Members of Firewise
Has Extensive Firewise Experience
Vance (Tony) Taylor, his wife Staci and his two daughters, Ava and Kenna, moved to our LACC
community last March as full-time residents. Tony is also one of the newest members of Firewise,
and he joined us to assist in the intensive efforts happening toward community fire prevention.
Twenty-eight years in the fire service, and experience as a retired Fire Suppression Engine
Captain, Tony brings the LACC community extensive forest and wildland firefighting experience,
especially in the Wildland Urban Interface. This is where we live — in a wildland urban interface
(that zone where the communities and the wildland ecosystem come together). It’s where places
that we don’t want to burn, our houses and property, come against the area where nature has
designed to burn.
During a time of horrific fires throughout California, Tony joined Firewise with a vision to help
protect his new community. His focus is “…to ensure that this gorgeous alpine lake community
that attracted us to move here, stays here, so that my grandchildren can enjoy this community as
much as we do. By focusing our efforts on building a ‘whole community’ approach toward fire
prevention, we can ascend our status from Firewise to a Model Wildfire Resilient Community.”
Luckily for the LACC community, Tony is also helping Firewise create three evacuation priority
zones and strategies based upon the most fire hazardous zone to the least hazardous. The zone
committee will be chaired by Tony, one LACC staff member, a member from the Peninsula Fire
Department, a member from the local insurance community, a PG&E representative, and a CAL
Fire representative.
The priority of fires depends upon where the fire starts:
Zone 1 is the greatest threat if a fire starts inside the community.
Zone 2 the greatest threat if the fire starts outside the community — coming down the peninsula
to LACC.
Zone 3 is less of a priority due to the flattening of the topography, the natural fuel break of the golf

SEE FIREWISE, Page 25
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course, and the proximity of the lake surrounding two sides of this zone.
Zone 1 is the most suspectable, has the most fuels, steep slopes, topography and multiple
neighborhoods that are in dangerous alignment between the Peninsula Gate up to the Clifford
Gate. Zone 1 also encompasses Peninsula Gate, Dyer View, west of Golf Club Rd., Timber Ridge
Rd., and Clifford Drive to the Clifford Gate. Zone 1 also has a huge slope from Peninsula Dr. to
Pine Canyon Rd., Cedar Canyon Rd., and East Mountain Ridge Rd. With the upward slopes in
this area, fire burns faster, so the topography alone, without wind, would immediately threaten
many structures. If there is a high wind, and a fire starts anywhere on the west side of Peninsula
Dr, the structures are even more susceptible.
Zone 2 comes down from Clifford Gate to Lynx Rd., west to Lassen View Dr., and north to the top
loop above Lassen View Dr. Zone 2 is also a priority because there are no fuel breaks between
LACC and the property north of LACC. A fuel break is a necessary priority to protect LACC from a
wildfire running down the peninsula on the west side of Clifford Dr. This fuel break would be on
the north side of properties behind the houses on West Burnt Cedar Rd. “where the open
wildlands or open forest is unmitigated and unthinned. ” If the private owners of that land allowed
us to have a shaded fuel break, we would have more time to evacuate.” For example, if a winddriven crown fire was running down the west side of the lake, the fuel break would buy us time,
not just to evacuate, but it would allow firefighters to establish a line of defense for structure
protection and possibly stop the fire from spreading.” Shaded fuel breaks are essential, so
Firewise is looking into a grant, which will separate LACC from the privately owned forest at the
north of the Clifford Gate.
Zone 3 is everything south of Lynx Rd. to the point of the peninsula. From Peninsula Dr. across
Lynx Rd., Hidden Beach Rd., Rec. 2 to Lassen View, and all the way to the point of the peninsula.
Unfortunately, normal day-to-day prevailing winds out of the southwest can threaten the entire
peninsula if a fire starts in this zone. Fire prevention mitigation efforts should not diminish in this
zone — due to the lesser priority.
Tony, alongside the Firewise committee, is committed “to find every measure that is available to
enhance our resilience against disastrous wildfires and to ensure that our beautiful alpine lake
community ‘stays green’ for generations to come.”
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS!
Reprinted from Caltrans Winter Driving Brochure
Reduce your speed to match driving conditions and allow
more time to reach your destination. Know that bridges and
ramps may be more slippery than the roadway.
Keep your fuel tank full. Bad weather may cause long delays or
closures.
Turn on your headlights to see and be seen. Be observant and
maintain a safe distance behind snow removal equipment. Do not
pass snow plows unless directed to do so.
When driving in fog, reduce your speed and use headlights on
low-beam along with fog lights. Stay to the right along the white
edge line and never stop in the road. If visibility is not adequate,
pull off of the roadway when safe to do so.
Do not drive through flooded areas. Safely turn around and find
another route.
If you start sliding on snow or ice, slowly take your foot off the gas
pedal and steer in the direction you wish to travel. Do not lock your
brakes. Pump the brakes if needed, or apply steady pressure if
your vehicle is equipped with anti-lock brakes.
Don't use cruise control.

LET US DO THE WORK.

Avoid in-car distractions while driving.
If you are stalled, activate your hazard signals and stay with your
vehicle. Conserve fuel by periodically turning your engine on and
off while maintaining warmth, but be aware of possible exhaust
and carbon monoxide issues.
If you approach an emergency, maintenance, or any other vehicle
stopped on the side of the road, move over when safe to do so or
slow down.
Be prepared. The following actions can help prevent vehicle
failures and help if you become stranded:
Winterize your vehicle. Make sure your brakes, windshield wipers,
heater/defroster, and exhaust system are in good working order.
Make sure fluids are topped-off, especially windshield washer
fluid.
Make sure your tires are properly inflated and always carry tire
chains.
Pack an emergency kit in your vehicle with the following items:
flashlight, blankets, extra clothing, water, snacks, towel, gloves, ice
scraper, shovel, broom, sand, and carry a spare key on your person in case you lock yourself out of your vehicle.
All vehicles, including those with four-wheel drive or snow tires,
should carry chains when traveling in snowy weather. Highway
signs and QuickMap (http://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/) will indicate
when chains are required, and drivers must stop and install
chains. Motorists should pull off the roadway completely to install
chains. If you need help, chain installers may be available to assist
for a fee. Please note, chain installers are not Caltrans employees.
They are independent business people who are licensed to install
chains. Once chains are installed, obey the speed limit of 25 or 30
miles per hour, posted at various locations.
Chain Control Information
R-1: Chains, traction devices or snow tires with proper tread depth
of 6/32" are required on the drive axle of all vehicles except fourwheel/all-wheel drive vehicles.
R-2: Chains or traction devices are required on all vehicles except
four-wheel/all-wheel drive vehicles with snow-tread tires on all four
wheels. NOTE: Four-wheel/all-wheel drive vehicles must carry
traction devices in chain control areas.

Lassen Transfer & Storage has been in business for 51
years, providing you with local and long distance moving
services, including packing, crating and material.
— SERVING LASSEN, PLUMAS AND MODOC COUNTIES SINCE 1965 —
Firm Price Quotes Available • 70’ Public Scales • California Employee Approved Mover

Lassen Transfer & Storage
703-750 Richmond Road East, Susanville , CA 96130 • 530.257.3780
www.lassentransfer.com • CAL PUC# 82941

R-3: Chains or traction devices are required on all vehicles, no
exceptions. NOTE: R-1 and R-2 are the most common chain controls. The highway will usually be closed before an R-3 control is
imposed)
For more information on winter driving, chain controls, and additional resources, visit Caltrans Winter Driving Tips page.
(https://dot.ca.gov/travel/winter-driving-tips)
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and now...FREE DELIVERY AND SET UP IN
LASSEN AND PLUMAS COUNTIES!
27,000 square feet of furniture, floorcoverings,
mattresses and window coverings all at the
lowest price...guaranteed!
NO INTEREST WITH PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS*

zaengles.com • 530.257.7788
In Front of Walmart • 2800 Main St., Susanville
*Interest will be calculated on your account from the
purchase date. If the purchase balance is not paid in full
within 6 months or if you make a late payment, interest
will be charged on the total purchase.

Howard Construction is a locally owned and
operated full service construction company. Owner
Kyle Howard has been in the construction field since
1978, building custom homes and other structures in
the Lake Almanor Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection. We take pride in
professionalism, quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

530.258.3541,
Office
530.258.1601, Cell
kyle@howardconstruction4u.com
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